


Logistics
• Webinar presentation, recording and 

supplemental materials will be available at 
https://allianceforchildrensrights.org/resources/

• All attendees are muted during webinar.

• Please submit questions using the “Questions” 
function on your GotoWebinar dashboard.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Webinar presentation, recording and supplemental materials will be available at https://allianceforchildrensrights.org/resources/All attendees are muted during webinar.Please submit questions using the “Questions” function on your GotoWebinar dashboard. We will do our best to answer questions as they come in throughout the presentation.



Presenters

Alaina Moonves-Leb
Alliance for Children’s Rights

La Shona Jenkins
Los Angles County Office of Education

Margaret Olmos
National Center for Youth Law

Mark Rodgers
Bonita Unified School District

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All introduce themselves



Agenda

◦ Changes to 
Graduation Laws

◦ Changes to Partial 
Credit Laws

SB 532
Effective 
1/1/23



Problem to be addressed

Challenges of high mobility

LEAs hitting barriers to supporting youth

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
La Shona, Margaret and Mark all share reasons why behind desire to make these changes.High Mobility, continuing to produce poor graduation ratesLEAs who want to support youth and improve these outcomes, but are hitting barriers either in different interpretations of law, law that does not work with the ways that automated information systems work, and/or law that leads to inequitable outcomes.Law aims to strengthen existing law around graduation options and partial credits to expand opportunities for highly mobile students (students experiencing homelessness, in military families, in foster care, on probation, formerly in juvenile court schools, military families, in migrant or newcomer programs). No huge changes to the these laws, but key updates that provide clarification and support equitable and consistent application.



Overview of 167/216 
Graduation
Youth in foster care who change schools after their 2nd year 
of high school can graduate from high school by completing 
only state graduation requirements if they cannot 
reasonably complete the additional local graduation 
requirements

LEAs are required to offer this option to youth who qualify, 
ERHs decide whether to accept offer. 



Consultation about options
LEA is now required to consult with the pupil and the person 
holding education rights about the impact of different 
graduation options, as well as credit recovery options.

*Also adds in consultation about school of origin rights for 
youth in foster care and those who are experiencing 
homelessness.

Cal. Educ. Code Sec. 51225.1(b), (f)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Law used to say “provide information” and “inform”. Now makes clear that this should be a consultation. Also adds more discussion about credit recovery options.Implementation: should review procedures and develop or update tool that covers all key consultation items with a date that the consultation happened and places for signatures from those involved in the conversation.(b) If the local educational agency determines that the pupil in foster care, the pupil who is a homeless child or youth, the former juvenile court school pupil, the pupil who is a child of a military family, the pupil who is a migratory child, or the pupil participating in a newcomer program is reasonably able to complete the local educational agency’s graduation requirements within the pupil’s fifth year of high school, the local educational agency shall do all of the following:(1) Consult with the pupil and the person holding the right to make educational decisions for the pupil regarding the pupil’s option to remain in school for a fifth year to complete the local educational agency’s graduation requirements.(2) Consult with the pupil, and the person holding the right to make educational decisions for the pupil, about how remaining in school for a fifth year to complete the local educational agency’s graduation requirements will affect the pupil’s ability to gain admission to a postsecondary educational institution.(3) Consult with and provide information to the pupil about transfer opportunities available through the California Community Colleges.(4) Permit the pupil to stay in school for a fifth year to complete the local educational agency’s graduation requirements upon agreement with the pupil, if the pupil is 18 years of age or older, or, if the pupil is under 18 years of age, upon agreement with the person holding the right to make educational decisions for the pupil.(5) For a pupil in foster care or a pupil who is a homeless child or youth, consult with the pupil, and the person holding the right to make educational decisions for the pupil, regarding the pupil’s option to remain in the pupil’s school of origin, pursuant to Section 48852.7 for a pupil who is a homeless child or youth, or Section 48853.5 for a pupil in foster care.



Reconsideration of Eligibility
Requires LEA to exempt a highly mobile student who was at 
one point eligible, but was not notified, or who declined, 
even if the student is no longer homeless or the court’s 
jurisdiction has been terminated. This must happen within 
30 days of the date of the request.

Requires LEA to reevaluate eligibility within the first 30 days 
of a new academic year after being determined ineligible.

Cal. Educ. Code Sec. 51225.1(h), (o)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There was a previous requirement for exemption going back in time if an LEA failed to do it, however, there was often confusion about which school had to do it, what point in time the determination should be coming from etc. This clarifies that either a current school or a previous school can make the determination.Reason: helps when circumstances change, maybe a youth was on track, but the traumaof the move, or trying to catch up in a new school led to them falling behind. This gives a new chance to check at the start of their 4th year and address changes that may have happened.Implementation: At the start of each school year, should do a new check. Provide training and procedures so that staff know that if a youth requests exemption later, they have a right to get it.(h) (1) If a pupil in foster care, a pupil who is a homeless child or youth, a former juvenile court school pupil, a pupil who is a child of a military family, a pupil who is a migratory child, or a pupil participating in a newcomer program is not exempted from local graduation requirements or has previously declined the exemption pursuant to this section, a local educational agency shall exempt the pupil within 30 days of the date of the exemption request, if an exemption is requested by the pupil or the person holding the right to make educational decisions for the pupil and the pupil qualifies for the exemption.(2) If a pupil in foster care, a pupil who is a homeless child or youth, a former juvenile court school pupil, a pupil who is a child of a military family, a pupil who is a migratory child, or a pupil participating in a newcomer program who was eligible for an exemption pursuant to this section, was not properly notified of the availability of the exemption pursuant to subdivision (d), or declined the exemption, a local educational agency nonetheless shall exempt the pupil within 30 days of the date of the exemption request, if an exemption is requested by the pupil or the person holding the right to make educational decisions for the pupil, and the pupil at one time qualified for the exemption, even if the pupil is no longer homeless, a child of a military family, a pupil who is a migratory child, a pupil participating in a newcomer program, or the court’s jurisdiction over the pupil has terminated.(o) (1) If a pupil in foster care, a pupil who is a homeless child or youth, a former juvenile court school pupil, a pupil who is a child of a military family, a pupil who is a migratory child is not eligible for an exemption pursuant to this section in the year in which the pupil transfers between schools, or for a pupil participating in a newcomer program, is not eligible for an exemption pursuant to this section in the pupil’s third year of high school, because the local educational agency makes a finding that the pupil is reasonably able to complete the local educational agency’s graduation requirements in time to graduate from high school by the end of the pupil’s fourth year of high school, a local educational agency nonetheless shall reevaluate eligibility and provide written notice to the pupil, the person holding the right to make educational decisions for the pupil, and the pupil’s social worker or probation officer, if applicable, whether the pupil qualifies for an exemption within the first 30 calendar days of the following academic year, based on the course completion status of the pupil at the time of reevaluation to determine if the pupil continues to be reasonably able to complete the local educational agency’s graduation requirements in time to graduate from high school by the end of the pupil’s fourth year of high school.(2) If it is determined within the first 30 calendar days of the following academic year, that given their course completion status at that time the reevaluation conducted pursuant to paragraph (1) that the pupil is not reasonably able to complete the local educational agency’s graduation requirements in time to graduate from high school by the end of the pupil’s fourth year of high school, the local educational agency shall provide the pupil with the option to receive an exemption from all coursework and other requirements adopted by the governing body of the local educational agency that are in addition to the statewide coursework requirements specified in Section 51225.3 or to stay in school for a fifth year to complete the local educational agency’s graduation requirements upon agreement with the pupil, if the pupil is 18 years of age or older, or, if the pupil is under 18 years of age, upon agreement with the person holding the right to make educational decisions for the pupil and provide notification of the availability of these options pursuant to subdivisions (b) and (d).



Determining Eligibility Based 
on Age
To determine if a pupil meets the qualification standard of “in the 
third or fourth year of high school”, can utilize any of the 
following:

-number of credits earned

-length of enrollment

For pupils with significant gaps in attendance, or who participate 
in a newcomer program, may also use:

-age as compared to average age of pupils in the 3rd or 4th year

Cal. Educ. Code Sec. 51225.1(c)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The addition here is the age option. This was put in place as a way to address those youth with significant gaps in enrollment.Suggestions for implementation: add age into considerations for qualification.(c) To determine whether a pupil in foster care, a pupil who is a homeless child or youth, a former juvenile court school pupil, a pupil who is a child of a military family, or a pupil who is a migratory child is in the third or fourth year of high school, either  the number of credits the pupil has earned to the date of transfer or  transfer,  the length of the pupil’s school enrollment  enrollment, or, for pupils with significant gaps in school attendance, the pupil’s age as compared to the average age of pupils in the third or fourth year of high school,  may be used, whichever will qualify the pupil for the exemption. In the case of a pupil participating in a newcomer program, enrollment in grade 11 or 12  12, based on the average age of pupils in the third or fourth year of high school,  may be used to determine whether the pupil is in his or her  the pupil’s  third or fourth year of high school.



Staying for a 5th Year
LEAs must allow a student the option to remain in school for 
a 5th year to complete LEA coursework that is in addition to 
state requirements, or to complete statewide graduation 
requirements.

Cal. Educ. Code Sec. 51225.1 (a), (n)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Previous Law: required LEAs to allow students the option to remain in for a 5th year of high school to complete LEA coursework requirements that were in addition to statewide requirements. Some LEAs also allowed students to remain for a 5th year to complete statewide graduation.Reason: some districts were not allowing this, or not sure if they could do this.Implementation: Consider revising 167/216 certification process to make sure that it allows the option of a 5th year for either meeting district or state requirements.(n) (1) If a local educational agency determines that a pupil in foster care, a pupil who is a homeless child or youth, a former juvenile court school pupil, a pupil who is a child of a military family, or a pupil who is a migratory child and who transfers between schools any time after the completion of the pupil’s second year of high school, or a pupil participating in a newcomer program who is in their third or fourth year of high school, is not reasonably able to complete the local educational agency’s graduation requirements within the pupil’s fifth year of high school, but is reasonably able to complete the statewide coursework requirements specified in Section 51225.3 within the pupil’s fifth year of high school, the local educational agency shall exempt a pupil from the local educational agency’s graduation requirements and provide the pupil the option to remain in school for a fifth year to complete the statewide coursework requirements. The local educational agency shall consult with the pupil and the person holding the right to make educational decisions for the pupil regarding all of the following:(A) The pupil’s option to remain in school for a fifth year to complete the statewide coursework requirements.(B) How waiving the local educational requirements and remaining in school for a fifth year may affect the pupil’s postsecondary education or vocation plans, including the ability to gain admission to a institution of higher education.(C) Whether any other options are available to the pupil, including, but not limited to, possible credit recovery, and any transfer opportunities available through the California Community Colleges.(D) The pupil’s academic data and any other information relevant to making an informed decision on whether to accept the exemption and option to remain in school for a fifth year to complete the statewide coursework requirements.(2) This subdivision shall become inoperative on January 1, 2028.



Application to Adult School
Exemptions apply to adult schools, regardless of who runs 
them.

Cal. Educ. Code Sec. 51225.1(p)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MargaretPrevious: inconsistent application to adult schools depending on whether they were run by an LEA or not. Applies to those who are currently in the “highly mobile” categories, as well as those who fit those categories while enrolled in high school.(p) (1) This section shall apply to a pupil in foster care, a pupil who is a homeless child or youth, a former juvenile court school pupil, a pupil who is a child of a military family, a pupil who is a migratory child, or a pupil participating in a newcomer program, who is enrolled in an adult education program, regardless of the pupil’s age.(2) This section shall apply to a pupil who is enrolled in an adult education program who, while enrolled in high school, was a pupil in foster care, a pupil who is a homeless child or youth, a former juvenile court school pupil, a pupil who is a child of a military family, a pupil who is a migratory child, or a pupil participating in a newcomer program.



Decision-Maker
Decision about whether to accept the exemption is made 
solely by the ERH or, if a student is over 18, the student 
themselves.

Cal. Educ. Code Sec. 51225.1(r)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This was also the case previously, but there was sometimes confusion in implementation. This makes it clear that the ERH is the decision-maker. Note that ERH can change decision at any time until actual graduation.Implementation: a process that allows for separate notation about 1) did lea certify youth for graduation? 2) did ERH accept certification. Good to keep the certification on file—can be uploaded to Foster Focus and then will be a part of the youth record. (r) If a local educational agency or adult school offers to exempt a pupil in foster care, a pupil who is a homeless child or youth, a former juvenile court school pupil, a pupil who is a child of a military family, a pupil who is a migratory child, or a pupil participating in a newcomer program from all coursework and other requirements adopted by the governing body of the local educational agency that are in addition to the statewide coursework requirements specified in Section 51225.3, it is in the sole discretion of the person holding the right to make educational decisions for the pupil, or the pupil themselves if they are 18 years of age or older, an unaccompanied youth as defined in Section 11434a(6) of Title 42 of the United States Code, or an unaccompanied minor who holds their own education rights, whether to accept the exemption, based on the pupil’s best educational interests.�



Data Reporting
Must report data on which youth are receiving these 
diplomas based on state graduation criteria, with 
disaggregation by student category, race and disability.

Cal. Educ. Code Sec. 51225.1(s)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Margaret? Previously: No statewide data on how many youth were utilizing the statewide graduation option. *Note that this does not change anything from the student perspective—they should still be receiving a regular diploma from the LEA that looks like anyone else’s diploma—this is just about data collection. This also does not require disclosure or difference in graduation status.Implementation: hopefully guidance will be coming soon from CDE. A great thing to track through local data systems regardless.(s) Each local educational agency shall report to the department annually on the number of pupils who, for the prior school year, graduated with an exemption from the local educational agency’s graduation requirements that are in addition to the statewide coursework requirements. This data shall be reported for pupils graduating in the fourth year and fifth year cohorts, and shall be disaggregated by cohort, pupil category, race, and disability status. The department shall make this data publicly available on an annual basis aligned with other reporting timelines for the California dashboard graduation data. For purposes of this subdivision, “pupil category” means the categories of pupils identified in subdivision (a).



Overview of Partial Credits
Youth in foster care have the right to receive full or partial 
credit for any coursework successful completed.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When youth in care move mid-term, they have a right to receive credit for work they have completed. This is an area that youth identify as critical to their engagement and motivation, and key to making progress toward graduation. While many LEAs are working hard at making sure these credits are issued to youth, many had identified frustrations with how the law was previously written that caused confusion between districts sending and receiving credits, or made things more difficult with student information systems, or that just seemed inequitable. The changes to these laws aim to address some of those identified concerns.



Transferring Partial Credits
Clarifies that full and partial credits must be issued by the 
district in which they were earned, and that a receiving 
district must request these credits within 2 days of a 
student’s enrollment, and a sending district must send the 
credits on a transcript within 2 days.

Cal. Educ. Code Sec. 51225.2(b)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Existing law required sending credits within 2 days already, and did not allow one LEA to issue credits for another. However, sometimes districts that were serving a youth found that they were being asked by a former district to award credits that had been earned in other districts. This led to inconsistencies, frustration, and delays in youth receiving the credits they needed.Implementation: include clear process for requesting credits as part of enrollment process—sample letter in Best Practices Guide.(b) (1) Notwithstanding any other law, a local educational agency shall issue, and the new local educational agency shall accept, full or partial credit for all full or partial coursework satisfactorily completed by a pupil in foster care, a pupil who is a homeless child or youth, a former juvenile court school pupil, a pupil who is a child of a military family, a pupil who is a migratory child, or a pupil participating in a newcomer program, while attending a public school, a juvenile court school, a charter school, a school in a country other than the United States, or a nonpublic, nonsectarian school.(2) The transferring local educational agency shall issue the full and partial credits on an official transcript for the pupil and shall ensure the transcript includes all of the following:(A) All full and partial credits and grades earned based on any measure of full or partial coursework being satisfactorily completed, including a determination of the days of enrollment or seat time, or both, if applicable, at a school of that local educational agency or a prior local educational agency, or any other public school, juvenile court school, charter school, school in a country other than the United States, or nonpublic, nonsectarian school.(B) The credits and grades for each school and local educational agency listed separately so it is clear where they were earned.(C) A complete record of the pupil’s seat time, including both period attendance and days of enrollment.(3) The new local educational agency shall transfer the credits and grades onto an official transcript of the new local educational agency for the pupil in the same manner as described in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2) and pursuant to the requirements of subdivision (c).(4) If the new school or new local educational agency has knowledge that the transcript from the transferring local educational agency may not include certain credits or grades for the pupil, it shall contact the prior local educational agency within two business days to request that the prior local educational agency issue full or partial credits pursuant to this paragraph. The prior local educational agency shall issue appropriate credits and provide all academic and other records to the new local educational agency within two business days of the request.(5) For purposes of coursework completed by a pupil who is a child of a military family, “public school” includes schools operated by the United States Department of Defense.



Combining Partial Credits
Partial credits must be combined to meet requirements for 
year long course. (Though still listed separately on 
transcript.)

Cal. Educ. Code Sec. 51225.2(c)(2)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Since the state graduation requirements are for “year long courses”, there was sometimes confusion by districts about whether they could combine partial credits into a “yearlong course”—though many have been doing this all along. This just clarifies that it is possible and in fact required.(c)(2) For purposes of the official transcript, the credits accepted pursuant to subdivision (b) shall be added to the credits earned from the same or equivalent course for purposes of calculating the total credits earned for the course but shall separately identify the school and local educational agency in which the credits were earned.



Issue Partial Credits Based on 
Seat time OR Enrollment

Can award partial credits based on seat time, enrollment, or 
both.

Cal. Educ. Code Sec. 51225.2(b)(2)(A)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MarkThis change came directly from districts that were working hard to implement partial credit policies consistently and equitable in their schools.Previously had to utilize seat time. Districts identified 2 reasons why they preferred to use enrollment rather than seat time: 1) Student information systems. Most systems were set up to calculate credits based on enrollment dates, but if you wanted to use seat time, you would have to hand count. This would sometimes mean different numbers of credits for different courses because a student had more absences in one course than another. This was time consuming and challenging for automation—particularly for larger districts. This led to many districts simply using enrollment anyway-even though seat time was previously required. 2) Equity. As districts were awarding credits, they realized they were giving youth in foster care less credits based on absences, but they were not doing that for their non-foster students who simply receiving all their credits at the end of a semester. Implementation: LEAs are allowed to create their own policies. Review your policy and consider whether you want to make a change. No change is required based on this portion—can continue awarding based on seat time if you want. Note: statewide model policy and current CSBA policy in gamut do not take these changes into account, so if you are utilizing those policies, consider if you want to make your own updates. Not sure if CSBA is currently working on updates, but planning to try to reach out to them about this.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Last notes about implementation:-this may require some adjustments to current policies and processes, but it will ultimately make for more equity for students and more consistent practices across districts.La Shona-mentions LACOE implementation guide that is coming soon.
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