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Mission / Vision

Our mission is to protect the rights 
of children in poverty and those 
overcoming abuse and neglect by 
delivering free legal services, supportive 
programs, and systemic solutions. 

We envision a world in which all young 
people have safe, stable homes, with the 
support they need to heal and thrive.
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Dear Friends,
For 30 years, the Alliance for Children’s Rights has harnessed the power of community, 
and the profound belief in our capacity to transform the world for young people. As we 
celebrate this milestone, it is an extraordinary honor to lead such a remarkable team of 
advocates and to join with you in this work.  

In 1992, Pamela Mohr and a small group of inspired advocates saw the pressing need 
for a wide range of legal services for kids in need. Since that time, the Alliance has grown 
dramatically, evolving to meet the ever-changing needs of young people and families 
impacted by our child welfare systems. What began as a vision for serving children and then 
a focused effort to redress an immense backlog of adoptions out of foster care, became 
the Alliance we know today. But one thing has not changed — our commitment to bringing 
stability and healing to the lives of children and young adults. 

I am very proud to share with you this year’s impact report, which illustrates how this 
Alliance has responded to the urgent needs of the communities we serve. In response to 
the past year’s painful stresses of continuing crises, loss, and anxiety, we fought for equity 
and brought hope—securing vital rights for nearly 5,500 clients and advancing meaningful 
reforms for youth and families throughout our communities. The power and scope of the 
past year’s advocacy shows just how indispensable our work will remain in the years ahead.

With a deep commitment to helping youth, families, and communities heal, we will continue 
to walk alongside our young clients, to advocate for and with them, and to center our work 
in their experiences, their needs, and their hopes as we seek justice and drive change 
together.

We are deeply grateful for your continued support, which has made all of the 
accomplishments in this report possible. Thirty years is a remarkable legacy of 
achievement to celebrate. With purposeful momentum, we look to the future to imagine  
the next 30 years and what we can collectively accomplish. Thank you for your partnership 
to champion equity, justice, and love for young people, then, now, and going forward.

  

In solidarity,

Jennifer L. Braun
President & CEO
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30 Years

Ours is a story of advocates, attorneys, social 
workers, policy makers, educators, caregivers, and 
volunteers coming together through the years to 
change the future for young people. The Alliance’s 
history is not just our clients’, it’s not just our 
organization’s—it’s your story as well.

We look at the past three decades of impact,  
with fervent optimism and fortitude for the future.  

Since its founding, the Alliance has been 
committed to justice for young people— 
so that they might access the stability, healing, and 
opportunity that all children and young adults need 
and deserve. This steadfast commitment to our 
mission is what has led us to monumental policy 
victories, the expansion of programs and services, 
and has impacted the lives of hundreds 
of thousands of young clients.

30 Years of Impact

The Alliance begins working 
with tribal families and children, 
advocating for American Indian 
children in foster care. To date, 
the Alliance has partnered with 
tribal leaders to advance policy 
reforms and has served clients  
from over 22 Indian Nations. 

2001

The Healthy Teen Families 
Program is created. The Alliance 
advocates for support for 
pregnant and parenting teens and 
helps to create and implement 
Expectant and Parenting Youth 
conferences, in an effort to reduce 
the intergenerational cycle of 
foster care. 

The Adoptions Program is 
established, and the Alliance 
co-creates “Adoption 
Saturday” to address a 
backlog of over 10,000 
adoptions from foster care 
waiting to finalize. 

The Alliance co-sponsors 
groundbreaking AB 12 
legislation to allow youth to 
stay in extended foster care 
until age 21.

The Healthcare Program 
is established to ensure 
children can access 
medical care. Since its 
start, the program has 
served 5,500+ clients. 

The Saltz Family Early 
Intervention Advocacy Center is 
created to serve children ages 
0—5 living in out-of-home care 
to secure early intervention 
and special education services 
through the regional centers 
and school districts. 

The Alliance co-creates National 
Adoption Day, a collective national 
effort based on the “Adoption 
Saturday” model, to raise awareness 
for children waiting to be adopted. 
To date, more than 80,000 children 
across the nation have joined their 
forever families as part of National 
Adoption Day. 

The Alliance expands 
the Education Program 
to protect general 
educational rights and 
disrupt the school-
to-prison pipeline for 
students in foster care.

2009

1996

2010

1998

2010

2000

2012
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30 Years

The Alliance for Children’s Rights is established to provide 
free legal services to indigent and underserved children in Los 
Angeles County. Founding Executive Director Pamela Mohr 
and first President of the Board of Directors Francis M. Wheat 
announce the opening of the new nonprofit organization, 
created with the help of Vice President Barbara Reeves and 
Treasurer Paul Boland and launched with the help of founding 
Board Members Leslie Gilbert-Lurie and Susan Friedman.

The Alliance establishes 
a direct referral system 
with the Children’s Court 
for Los Angeles County. 

1992 1994

Championing equity in funding 
to support relatives, the 
Alliance successfully leads 
efforts to pass SB 855, creating 
Approved Relative Caregiver 
funding, followed four years 
later by AB 110, establishing 
the Emergency Caregiver 
Funding Program.

The Alliance launches a 
Public Benefits Program to 
address routine denials of 
foster care funding. To date, 
our team has recovered 
more than $34M in benefits 
for caregivers and families 
who were wrongfully denied. 

The Alliance spearheads the 
Los Angeles Opportunity 
Youth Collaborative (LA OYC), 
a multi-sector collaborative 
driving systems change with 
and for youth in foster care.  

The Transition Age Youth Program 
is launched to provide young adults 
with legal advocacy, support, and 
mentorship as they transition out 
of the foster care or juvenile justice 
systems into independence. To 
date, our program has supported 
more than 24,000 teens.

Caregiver Day at the Capitol 
is created, uniting hundreds 
of caregivers, advocates, and 
community-based partners from 
across the state in Sacramento 
each year to educate policymakers 
to support young people and 
families in foster care and in  
“hidden foster care.” 

The Alliance successfully 
co-sponsors AB 1331 to 
ensure youth in foster care 
with disabilities receive SSI 
benefits before they age 
out of the system. 

Successful passage of 
Alliance co-sponsored  
SB 354 which removes 
common barriers that prevent 
many relative caregivers, who 
are predominantly Black and 
Brown, from being approved 
for children’s placements. 

The Guardianship Program is created in 
conjunction with Los Angeles Pediatric 
AIDS Legal Services, a collaboration 
between the Alliance and The Los 
Angeles Pediatric Aids Network to 
deliver critical legal services to children 
impacted by HIV or AIDS. 

1994

2012

The Education Program is 
created to advocate for the 
educational rights of young 
people in foster care. Since 
its start, the Education 
Program has served more 
than 14,500 students. 

2001	

2014

2002

2014

2005

2018

2007

2021
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5,500
We provided trainings for

community partners 
to help them better serve 
young people and families 
in the child welfare system. 

7,600+

children and young adults 
impacted by foster care.

This year, the Alliance
advocated for nearly

Our
Impact
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with 30,000+ children and young adults in its system. Each of the young clients we 
serve has their own story, but they all are healing from significant trauma and hardship. 

These youth are among our county’s most resilient and diverse populations.

Los Angeles County has the largest population of 
young people in foster care in the country,

43%

31% 

10%

8%

1% 

1% 

6%

Latinx

Black

Bi-racial

White

Asian American

American Indian/AIAN

Other / Unknown

of our clients have 
identified special needs

60%
of our clients are monolingual 
Spanish speakers

16 %

31%
Ages 0-5

51%
Ages 6-17

18%
Ages 18+

Ages of
our clients
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Through all of the formidable changes brought on by the pandemic and 
court closures, the Alliance has remained constant in our advocacy on 
behalf of young people and persisted in helping children and youth unite 
with their permanent families.

This year, the Alliance finalized more than  560 adoptions  from foster 
care through remote and in-person hearings with our pro bono partners.

We made the choice instantly to do 
everything that we could for Dakota. It 
was a nightmare until I started to work 
with the Alliance. I felt relieved and heard. 
Someone actually cared and showed 
compassion. If it wasn’t for the Alliance,  
I don’t think we could have done it. ” 

Adoptions from Foster Care

TANISHA G.   Relative and Adoptive Parent

Our Programs
Adoptions from Foster Care  •  Legal Guardianship  •  Benefits  •  Education   
Healthcare   •   Transition Age Youth  •   Expectant and Parenting Youth
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This year, the Alliance helped 
more than 300 caregivers 
establish legal guardianship, 
so that they can address 
medical consent, educational 
rights and services, access 
critical benefits, and protect 
the young people in their care.

Legal
Guardianship

Benefits

Their biological mother was my friend and I decided to do what was right for these kids so 
they can be in a safe environment. Kameron had to have emergency surgery, and I couldn’t 
legally consent. So, I called the Alliance to get emergency guardianship. The Alliance has also 
helped me access different resources to get through all this. He is doing so well today. I hope 
he continues to heal and thrive, and even have a good relationship with his mother one day.” 

— TAYLOR G.   Legal Guardian and Caregiver
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By securing vital public funding for caregivers, the Alliance 
is able to support stability for our young clients. 

Our team helped more than 700 clients  this year recover 
over $500,000  in public benefits so that they can access 
critical services—including medical and developmental 
therapies.



To combat the poor outcomes that 
instability often creates for students 
in foster care, this year, our attorneys 
advocated for the educational rights 
of more than 700 students , 
securing vital early intervention, 
therapies, and educational services.

Education

It wasn’t a matter of choice really—
these were my grandkids. There was 
no support. The Alliance has been a 
godsend. They took my case when DCFS 
denied Gabriel’s reassessment for a 
documented disability he has had since 
he was in elementary school and he 
finally got the benefits and support he 
was entitled to.” 

VICTORIA O.   Relative Caregiver

Thanks to the Saltz Family Early Intervention 
Advocacy Center, we secured critical early 
intervention services for more than
150 infants and toddlers this year.

“We tried to get help but were denied, 
even after she was diagnosed with 
cerebral palsy and autism. The Alliance 
stepped in and got physical and speech 
therapies started and helped me 
advocate for her educational rights. She 
can now walk. She’s so independent and 
nothing stops her.

SAYDI K.   Relative Caregiver and Parent
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Spearheaded by the Alliance, the Los Angeles 
Opportunity Youth Collaborative (LAOYC) 

collaborated with partners to support 1,170+ 
foster youth in accessing workforce training and 

employment opportunities.

Transition Age Youth
For youth who are transitioning out of 
foster care, our advocates help address 
the barriers that keep them from self-
sufficiency—connecting them to housing, 
healthcare, education, employment, and 
other essential supports. This year, our 
team served 1,500+ transition age 
youth through direct legal advocacy and 
social services to empower them as they 
transition into adulthood.

“The OYC is propelling us and putting us in a position to advocate. The systems 
have failed us, and resources that should be provided we rarely receive. As a 
foster youth, we already have so many hindrances and adversities that we need 
to overcome in our lives constantly.” 

DAYSHANAE J.   LA OYC Young Leader

“It takes a village to raise your children. 
I don’t think a mom and dad without 
support can raise three autistic children 
on their own. The Alliance was on top of 
it. They guided me, because I didn’t  
know all the resources that are out there.  

MARTHA S.  Caregiver



Far too often, children and young adults in foster care encounter 
obstacles in obtaining healthcare coverage and vital mental and 
medical services.

This year, our team advocated for over 250 young clients, 
eliminating barriers to mental and medical services.

Healthcare

Expectant and Parenting Youth

I faced a lot of challenges as a 
teen mom, but put those aside 
to focus on my goal, which was, 
and still is, to keep my family 
together and break the cycle 
that I came from, to show my 
children a different life. Barbara 
and the Alliance have been 
amazing, supporting me with 
resources and legal help.”

JENNIFER H.  Parenting Client

This year, our Healthy Teen Families program 
supported more than 200 young parents, 
providing access to prenatal care, parenting and 
wellness education, childcare, baby essentials, 
employment, housing, and healthcare—aiding 
them with the resources they need to break the 
inter-generational cycle of children being removed 
from young parents in foster care. 

Special thanks to Alliance 
of Moms, a community 
raising awareness and 
funds to support vital 
programs that help build 
brighter futures for young 
moms and their families.
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The Villaseñors
Keeping a Family Together
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In the summer of 2016, she received the call that would 
transform their lives and would later be followed by 
others like it. Their oldest granddaughter, Mia, had 
been removed from her mother and would come to live 
with them. Just a year later, another call. Four of Mia’s 
siblings—Cindy, Kaylee, Johnny, and King—came to 
join her. And by fall of 2017, their youngest grandchild, 
Future, was born. The couple rapidly found themselves 
caring for six children with special needs, all under the 
age of 10. 

But it was never a difficult decision to make. 

“They wanted to give them to different people,” she 
explains. “So, we fought for them. Those are my 
grandkids! They belong with us, with their family.” 

But much like the thousands of other caregivers in the 
state who step up for the relative children in their lives, 
the Villaseñors found little to no support or resources 
from the system. Despite already caring for the children, 
the couple were not approved through the Resource 
Family Approval Program, which would provide urgently 
needed funding. For nearly a year, critical support was 
delayed without cause, leaving the family to persist on a 
single income. 

“It was a time of stress,” she recalls. “We were in and 
out of court non-stop. Always taking the six kids to the 
doctors, to therapy. I was so tired to see social workers 
coming in and out of our house constantly and going 
to court every month. But I had to do it. I had to fight for 
them. They’re my kids. And I love them.” 

With support from their adult children and cousins, 
Irasema and Felipe worked hard to ensure that the 
children had a safe and stable home and could stay 
together with their siblings, despite the many challenges 
that come with raising six young children and the 
endless hurdles they had to clear to advocate for them.  

“We had never been part of this system, and suddenly 
we had to deal with it nonstop,” Irasema expresses 
as she recalls an emotional visit to an agency office 
to request food stamps at the suggestion of a social 
worker, only to be humiliated and turned away. When 
the family connected with the Alliance, our team quickly 
partnered with pro bono attorneys from Akin Gump 

Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP to represent the six children. 
Thanks to our partnership and fierce advocacy, a 
favorable decision awarded the grandparents over-
due retroactive benefits essential to helping the family 
provide for the kids. 

Relative caregivers like the Villaseñors are true 
champions. Stories like theirs compel us to continue in 
our direct and systemic advocacy for family support—
so that children like Mia and her siblings have the best 
opportunity to heal and grow in a nurturing and familiar 
home and community. 

Today, the children are thriving together. Irasema and 
Felipe can now look to the future. 

“I want to help them grow to be good men and women,” 
she says. “I want for them to be something—whatever 
they want to be—in this life.

Mia says she’s going to be a doctor. Cindy, 
a vet. Kaylee wants to be a singer. And, I tell 
her, ‘You can be a singer—Mama, you can be 
whatever you want to be in this life. Believe in 
yourself.’ What they’ve been through? They 
are so strong. They can do anything.”

Married for more than 40 years, Irasema and Felipe Villaseñor raised their three children 
in the home where they still reside—and now lovingly raise their six grandchildren. 

“I have a 38-year-old, and I have a five-year-old,” Irasema says with a laugh.
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 A Year 
 in Review
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Advocating for Policy Changes
to Support Relative Caregivers

We know that children who are placed with relatives when 
they can no longer stay with their parents typically do far 
better, and suffer fewer challenges, than children in non-
familial foster homes. However, many compassionate 
and capable relatives who step up to care for the children 
in their lives face significant obstacles when seeking 
approval. To address this preventable barrier, the Alliance 
joined with advocacy partners to co-sponsor SB 354 
(Skinner) which removed common obstacles—such as 
past criminal convictions—that prevent many relative 
caregivers, who are disproportionately Black and Brown, 
from being approved for placements.

The successful passage of this legislation gives hope 
to caregivers unfairly characterized by past criminal 
convictions like our client Marlon Zepeda, and impacts the 
lives of countless children.

I felt despair. I felt like the system 
was making a very big mistake and I 
felt helpless. I jumped all the hoops 
and hurdles, and one little thing that 
happened 30 years ago was holding 
everything up. But, if you believe in 
what you’re doing, you keep fighting 
for the one you’re protecting and you 
don’t ever give up.”

— MARLON Z.   Relative Caregiver
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Advancing Equity in 
Education for Youth 
in Foster Care

Leading coalitions to
successfully advocate 
to decision makers

Studies show that, without adequate 
support, youth in foster care continue to 
perform poorly in school compared to the 
general student population. In Fall of 2021, 
the Alliance partnered with a network of six 
school districts to consider and problem 
solve for common barriers to a quality 
education that students in foster care 
frequently face. The participating districts 
showed remarkable improvements, and 
the Alliance’s Golden Bell award-winning 
published guide shares best practices 
and implementation for districts to better 
address and uphold the educational rights 
of youth in care.

for protections for historically marginalized 
communities impacted by the child welfare 
system. In Summer 2021, the Alliance launched 
the Whole Families/Whole Communities initiative 
focused on addressing the racial inequities in child 
welfare. The coalition aims to create opportunities 
for those most affected by the system to drive 
policy reform and ensure mutual accountability 
among system stakeholders and partners.

Together, we envision a future where all families 
have equitable access to services and supports 
regardless of their socioeconomic background, 
race, or ethnicity. As a result, no child will be at 
greater risk of entering or aging out of foster care 
based on these characteristics.  
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Creating Work Opportunities 
for Transition Age Youth

30th Anniversary 
Champions for Children

Spearheaded by the Alliance, the Los Angeles Opportunity 
Youth Collaborative (LAOYC) helped implement a county-
wide Workforce Innovation Opportunity Act (WIOA) waiver 
that allows young adults in foster care enrolled in school to 
gain priority access to workforce services. The federal waiver 
was then approved to be used across the state and will help 
improve employment outcomes for many young adults. Last 
year, the LAOYC also launched a new pilot program with 
the CA Department of Rehabilitation to connect youth with 
disabilities to a work experience program.

Thank you to our wonderful community of 
supporters who joined us—both in-person under 
the stars at our garden party and virtually from 
home—for a magical celebration of 30 years of 
impact at the Alliance. Together, we shared inspiring 
stories of our mission at work, celebrated our 
honorees, Richard and Demi Weitz and Elizabeth 
Calvin, and raised a record-breaking $1.7M to 
fund our critical work. 

We look forward to what we can accomplish 
together, to create hope, justice, and opportunity 
for young people over the next 30 years!
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	— $80 million to support caregiver pandemic 
assistance for resource parents

	— $550 million to support families and schools 
in resolving Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) disputes to enable students to 
expeditiously receive education assessments, 
aids, resources and services and to address 
learning loss caused by the pandemic

	— An augmentation of vouchers for the 
Emergency Child Care Bridge Program for 
Foster Children to connect caregivers and 
parenting youth in foster care to child care

	— $200 million to spur the development of 
housing for current and former foster youth 
and youth experiencing homelessness

	— $1.8 million to provide an expectant parent 
payment three months prior to the expected 
birth of a child 

This year, we successfully 
secured more than $866 million 
in funding to support children 
and youth in foster care and 
their caregivers, which included:

	— AB 260 (Stone) strengthens the probate 
court’s ability to collaborate with the 
dependency court, establishes judicial 
oversight of child welfare investigations, 
and requires Judicial Council to update 
information resources for parents and 
proposed guardians

	— AB 366 (Rubio) strengthens the protections 
that keep siblings together

	— AB 592 (Friedman) restructures the host 
family transitional housing model to create 
more supportive housing for youth in 
Extended Foster Care

	— SB 354 (Skinner) ensures that courts may 
order placement with a relative, regardless 
of the status of any criminal exemption or 
resource family approval, if the court finds 
that placement does not pose a risk to the 
health and safety of the child, waives income 
requirements when appropriate and supports 
prospective relative and non-relative 
extended family member caregivers in 
accessing necessary supplies, such as cribs, 
car seats and booster seats

The Alliance also effectively advanced 
an ambitious policy agenda focused on 
addressing racial disproportionality in 
the child welfare system and addressing 
systemic barriers to housing stability for 
transition age youth:

Our Policy Victories
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We are dedicated to ensuring your contributions serve our mission and our clients as efficiently as 
possible. As a recognized tax-exempt 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, the Alliance for Children’s Rights 
seeks to be transparent in our operations by making our financials publicly available. 

We are proud of our Charity Navigator 4-star rating and GuideStar-awarded Platinum Seal of Transparency 
for demonstrating strong financial health, accountability, and transparency for 12 consecutive years.

56% Foundations

13% Individual and corporate

22% Fundraising events, net

9% Cy pres and other

77% Program services

12% Support services

11% Fundraising

Total Programmatic Efficiency

Operating Revenue & Support

Financial Overview

Financials
At a Glance 

OPERATING 
REVENUE & 

SUPPORT

TOTAL 
PROGRAMMATIC

EFFICIENCY

56%

77%

12%

11%

13%

22%

9%
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Financial Summary

Revenue and 
Support

Contributed legal services and in-kind contributions* 
Contributions and grants 
Fundraising events, net 

Total Revenue and Support

$13,879,844 
$5,812,384 
$1,616,083 

$21,308,311

$19,349,389 
$872,932 
$796,428

$21,018,749

$289,562

$758,400

$641,991

$1,689,953

11%

$2,777,950 
$2,604,466 

$13,755,176 
$190,584 
$241,091

$19,569,267

$742,537

-

$742,537

 
$3,921,126 
$7,100,000 
$4,000,000

$3,805,604

$18,826,730

$19,569,267

$12,007,785 
$6,696,922 
$1,421,113 

$20,125,820

$16,980,880 
$801,247 
$692,121

$18,474,248

$1,651,572

-

$1,878.786

$3,530,358

11%

$2,372,931 
$2,903,221 

$12,612,285 
$178,309 
$247,918

$18,314,664

$419,487

$758,400

$1,177,887

 
$3,103,951 
$6,500,000 
$4,000,000

$3,532,826

$17,136,777

$18,314,664

Expenses Program services 
Support services 
Fundraising

Total Expenses

Change in Net Assets from Operations

Forgiveness on PPP loan advance

Net unrealized and realized investment income

Change in Net Assets

Fundraising expenses as a percentage of total 
operating expenses**

Fundraising 
Summary

Assets, Liabilities, 
and Net Assets 
Summary

Cash and cash equivalents *** 
Grants and pledges receivable 
Investments 
Prepaid expenses and other assets 
Furniture / equipment, net of accumulated depreciation

Total Assets

Accounts payable and accrued expenses

PPP loan advance

       Total liabilities

Without donor restrictions 
   Undesignated 
   Board-designated 
   Board-designated endowment

With donor restrictions

       Total net assets

Total Liabilities and Net Assets

for FY2022 with FY2021 comparison
2022 2021

The Alliance recorded more than 28,863 hours of contributed legal services donated by law firms, attorneys, summer associates and  paralegals for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2022. 
The estimated fair value of these services was $13,874,404.

Total operating expenses excludes legal contributed services and in-kind expenses.

Cash and cash equivalents include cash held in money market accounts and highly liquid investments purchased with a maturity of three months or less.

* 

**

***
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CO-CHAIRS 
Dena Cook 
Age of Learning

Alan J. Epstein 
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

SECRETARY 
Phillip Rudolph 
Jack in the Box, Inc. (retired)

TREASURER 
Trent Copeland 
Ellis George Cipollone O’Brien 
Annaguey LLP

Matthew Babrick 
First Republic Investment 
Management

Karey Burke 
20th Television 

Manuel Cachán 
Proskauer Rose LLP

James P. Clark 
Arbitrator/Mediator

Scott Edelman 
Gibson Dunn

E. Martin Estrada 
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

Alex Fixmer 
The Walt Disney Company

Susan F. Friedman 
Producer and Director

Andrew D. Garelick 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher 
& Flom LLP

Clifford W. Gilbert-Lurie* 
Ziffren Brittenham LLP

Leslie Gilbert-Lurie* 
Author, Human Rights Advocate 
and Attorney

Barbara Grushow 
Barbara Grushow Designs

Jo Kaplan 
Commissioner, L.A. County 
Probation

Mitchell T. Kaplan 
Kaplan Stahler Agency

Karen Mack 
Author and Producer

Steven A. Marenberg* 
Paul Hastings LLP

Gary Newman 
Attention Capital

Mary Ritti 
Communications Advisor

Alex G. Romain 
Milbank LLP

Rick Rosen* 
WME

Bruce Rosenblum 

Bradley Ross 
Bemel Ross LLP

Susan Saltz 
Child Advocate and Film 
Producer

José F. Sanchez 
Deloitte Global

Toni M. Schulman* 
Child Advocate

Kris Spazafumo 
Capital Group

Silvia Vannini 
O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Chris B. Walther* 
Chief Legal Officer (Retired), 
Activision Blizzard

Robert J. Woolway 
FocalPoint Partners, LLC

 

Francis M. Wheat, Esq.  
Founder 
(1921-2000)

 

* Former Board Chairs

Board of Directors
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who join us in our efforts to advance a just and 
equitable society—one gift, one case, one policy, 
one child at a time. The Alliance’s work is vital, and 
transformative, for our clients, their families, and 
our community.”

For 30 years, the Alliance 
has had an incredible 
impact on our community,

Our gratitude to the many 
supporters, partners, 
and volunteers

righting injustices that prevent young people 
from accessing safety, stability, and opportunity. 
I am proud to serve as board co-chair of such 
a dedicated group of social justice and child 
advocates committed to building a better future 
for children today, and for generations to come.”

— DENA COOK   Board Co-Chair

— ALAN J. EPSTEIN   Board Co-Chair



Our Pro Bono Partners
The Alliance coordinated more than 28,000 hours 
of pro bono legal work this year, totaling over $13.8M 
in expert legal services for our clients.*

* Calculated hours reflect the 2021 calendar year, and not the fiscal year. 

Together with some of our city’s best attorneys, the Alliance provided expert legal 
representation to advance justice for young people. Our gratitude to the partners and 
firms who are directly impacting the lives of thousands of children, teens, and families.

Accenture

AIG

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP 

Allred, Maroko and Goldberg

ArentFox Schiff

Baker McKenzie

BNY Mellon 

Karen Breslow

Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner

Buchalter

Chapman Glucksman Dean & Roeb

Jessica Chow

Clyde & Co.

Colantuano, Highsmith & Whatley P.C.

Cole Pedroza LLP

Covington & Burling LLP

Crowell & Moring LLP

DC Entertainment 

Dechert LLP

Dentons

Elizabeth Diaz

DLA Piper LLP

DYKEMA

Sandy Epstein

Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP

Fish & Richardson P.C.

Fitzpatrick & Hunt, Pagano, Aubert, LLP

Fox Rothschild LLP

Alex Friedman

Gibson Dunn

Greenberg Glusker LLP

Hertog Education Law P.C.

Hogan Lovells

Holland & Knight LLP

Hooper Lundy & Bookman P.C.

Hueston Hennigan

Hunton Andrews Kurth

Irell & Manella LLP

Jenner & Block LLP

Jody Kasten

Kenja IP Law PC

Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Jolene Konnersman

Latham & Watkins LLP

Law Office of Adrianos M. Facchetti

Law Offices of Hirji & Chau LLP

Jennifer Lee Simms

LegalAxxis, Inc.

Loeb & Loeb LLP

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips LLP

Mayer Brown LLP

Michelman & Robinson

Milbank

Morgan Lewis

Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

NBCUniversal

Nelson Hardiman

Nelson Mullins

Netflix

Nixon Peabody LLP

Norton Rose Fulbright

O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Pasich LLP

Sherry Patterson

Perkins Coie LLP

Proskauer Rose LLP

Reed Smith LLP

Robins Kaplan LLP

Seyfarth Shaw LLP

Sheppard Mullin

Sidley Austin LLP

Dana Simon 

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & 
     Flom LLP

SoCalGas

Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP

Sullivan & Triggs LLP

Tucker Ellis LLP

Twentieth Century Fox Legal Affairs

United States Department of Justice

University of Southern California 
     School of Law

Vanaman German LLP

Vedder Price

Venable LLP

Warner Bros.

White & Case LLP

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati



Our Pro Bono Partners

“Greenberg Glusker is an avid supporter of the Alliance 
and its incredible work. Our attorneys have assisted 
numerous families with accessing special education, 
finalizing adoptions, and securing guardianships and 
government benefits. This partnership gives our 
attorneys the opportunity to make a lasting impact on 
the lives of these children and their families and, for that, 
our firm is extremely grateful.”

—  MEGAN NOGLE   Counsel, Greenberg Glusker LLP
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Cy Pres 
Partners

Funds from cy pres awards help us improve outcomes for children, teens, 
and families in need of justice. Thank you to the law firms and attorneys  
who nominated the Alliance for Children’s Rights as a cy pres recipient.

GBG LLP 
Kading Briggs
Lawyers for Justice, P.C. 
Ogletree Deakins 
Rastegar Law Group 
Rubin Law 

Setareh Law Group 
Keith D. Silverstein & Associates, PC 
Tostrud Law Group, P.C.
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of New York 
Wolf Haldenstein Adler Freeman & Herz LLP



 
Supporters
We appreciate our generous partners who 
make it possible for the Alliance to serve 
youth and families impacted by our child 
welfare systems. Our deepest gratitude 
to this dedicated community of donors 

who contributed $500 or more between 
April 1, 2021 and March 31, 2022. This list 
recognizes gifts, new pledges, and gift 
installments made towards commitments 
from prior fiscal years.
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Our

ANGELS
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
Legal Services Trust Fund

GUARDIANS
The Aspen Institute Forum for  
     Community Solutions
Ballmer Group
Diane and Dorothy Brooks Foundation
California Access to Justice’s 
     Infrastructure and Innovation 
     Grant Program
The Carl & Roberta Deutsch Foundation
The Eisner Foundation
Walter S. Johnson Foundation
The Ralph M. Parsons Foundation
Pritzker Foster Care Initiative
Gary Saltz Foundation
Susan Saltz
May & Stanley Smith Charitable Trust
Stuart Foundation
The William H. Tilley Family Foundation
Dick Wolf

BENEFACTORS
Amazon 
Angell Foundation
Anonymous
BABYBJÖRN
Erin and Trent Copeland
Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption
National Center for Youth Law
New Ways to Work
San Manuel Band of Mission Indians
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher &
     Flom LLP
Mandy Teefey and Brian Teefey

CHAMPIONS
Activision Blizzard
AMC Networks
Anonymous
Capital Group
The Change Reaction
City National Bank
Disney
Joseph Drown Foundation

Leslie and Cliff Gilbert-Lurie
Marilyn Jones and Mitchell Kaplan
Karen Mack and Russell Goldsmith
Abby and Alan L. Myerson
Partners for Children South L.A.
Pfaffinger Foundation
Proskauer Rose LLP
Iris Smith
Sullivan & Cromwell
Dana and Matt Walden
WarnerMedia
The Weitz Family
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
Ziffren Brittenham LLP

PATRONS
A+E Networks
Apple TV+
Jeffrey (J.L.), Linda and Rachel 
     Eisikowitz
Alan Epstein and Megan McGowan 
     Epstein
Gibson Dunn



Leslie and Cliff Gilbert-Lurie
Marilyn Jones and Mitchell Kaplan
Karen Mack and Russell Goldsmith
Abby and Alan L. Myerson
Partners for Children South L.A.
Pfaffinger Foundation
Proskauer Rose LLP
Iris Smith
Sullivan & Cromwell
Dana and Matt Walden
WarnerMedia
The Weitz Family
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
Ziffren Brittenham LLP

PATRONS
A+E Networks
Apple TV+
Jeffrey (J.L.), Linda and Rachel 
     Eisikowitz
Alan Epstein and Megan McGowan 
     Epstein
Gibson Dunn
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Help for Children
In-N-Out Burger Foundation
Johnny Carson Foundation
Marilyn and Jeffrey Katzenberg
The Los Angeles Dodgers Foundation 
Madison Wells
Kymberly Marciano and Evan Strauss
The Morrison & Foerster Foundation
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP
NBCUniversal
Perry Foundation
Rotary Club of Los Angeles
Dawn and Phil Rudolph
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
The Sidley Austin Foundation
Social Change Partners
Sony Pictures Television
Susan Stockton and Chris Walther
The Venable Foundation
Winston & Strawn LLP
WME

DEFENDERS
3 Arts Entertainment
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP 
Adele and Beny Alagem
Amazon Studios
Anonymous Content
Atlantic Records
Jessica and Matthew Babrick
Blue Elan Records
Ty and Holly Burrell
Manuel F. Cachán
Maira and Michael Caren
CDF Labor Law LLP
James P. Clark
Dena Cook
Dan Fogelman
Julia Franz and Chris Silbermann
Fremantle 
Ari Greenburg and Andrea Lee
Guess
Marc Gurvitz and Julianne Phillips

Elizabeth Horn and Zachary Nelson
Hueston Henningan LLP
Inclusive Education and Community 
     Partnership, Inc.
Jimmy Kimmel and Molly McNearney
King & Spalding LLP
Sharon Klein and Howard Kurtzman
LL COOL J
Mayer Brown LLP
Wendy and Barry Meyer
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Miriam Muscarolas and Grant Abramson
Netflix
Jeanne and Gary Newman
O’Melveny & Myers LLP
Open Hearts Foundation
Susan and Eric Smidt
Spotify
Ilene and Jerry Sraberg
Super Bowl LVI Legacy Program - 
     Champions Live Here
United Talent Agency
Leo and Sydelle Ward Foundation
Wasserman Foundation
Alison Whalen and Steve Marenberg
The Wonderful Company
Ruth/Allen Ziegler Foundation

SPONSORS
Dan Abrutyn
Aileen Adams and Geoffrey Cowan
Amblin Partners
Anonymous (4)
Mayim Bialik
Amelia Bolker and Craig Kaufman
Dr. Richard and Susan Braun
Karey Burke and Michael Duggan
CBS
Kelly Coffey
Becca and Jonathan Congdon
Crowell & Moring LLP
The Larry David Foundation
DLA Piper LLP

DYKEMA
Susan and Scott A. Edelman
Ehrlich Family Fund
Entertainment One
Martin Estrada and Kerry O’Neill
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Elisa Fernandez and Jose F. Sanchez
Alex and Andy Fixmer
FocalPoint Partners
FOX Entertainment
Frank & Eileen
Gendler & Kelly
Glaser Weil, LLP
Goodwin Family Memorial Trust
Greenberg Glusker LLP
Renee and Paul Haas
Hansen, Jacobson, Teller, Hoberman, 
     Newman, Warren, Richman, Rush,   
     Kaller, Gellman, Meigs & Fox, LLP
Heidi and Greg Hodes
Chrisette and Reginald Hudlin
Nancy Josephson and Larry Sanitsky
Kapital Entertainment
Jo Kaplan and Larry Feldman
Richard Kendall and Lisa See
Kibre & Neman LLP
Kinsella Weitzman Iser Kump
     Holley LLP
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Stacey and Larry Kohl
Marc Korman and Bethany Wojtech
Michael Lasker
Latham & Watkins LLP
Monica Lewinsky
Dan Limerick
Lionsgate
Sally and Dick Lippin
Warren Littlefield
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips LLP
Melvin Mar
Morgan Stanley
Jasmine Nesi
Paramount Pictures
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Philpott Meeks
Eleanor and Bob Preger		 “
Mary Ritti
Robinson Granatt LLP
Rick Rosen and Orly Adelson
Bruce and Ande Rosenblum
Nancy Stephens and Rick Rosenthal
Janet Roston and Barry L. Weiss
Toni and John Schulman
Stacey Sher and Kerry Brown
Brad Slater
The Sommer Family
Pamela Soper
Kris and Mike Spazafumo
Spyglass Media Group
Darren Tepper
Heather Thomas and Skip 
     Brittenham
Tyson & Mendes
Vend Purchase Group
Debbie and Richard Watts
Weingart Foundation
White & Case
Matthew Williams
Patricia Young

SUSTAINERS
Bel Air Investment Advisors
Sandra Bullock
Rosemary and Peter Casey 
Castruccio Family Foundation
ChangeLawyers
Dennis and Madeleine Durkin
Hugh Evans
Susan F. and Alan V. Friedman
Ani and Andy Garelick
Ellen Goldsmith-Vein and Jon Vein
Elizabeth Gottainer and David Sadkin
Nick Grad and Carolyn Bernstein
Barbara Grushow
Katie and Phil Holthouse
ICM Community Partners Foundation
Michael Lehman
Michael Lombardo and Sonny Ward
Kathryn McGuigan
Kristin and Jonathan Mead
Debra OConnell

John and Karen Paszamant
Beth and Jim Preminger
PRETTYBIRD
Mitzi Reaugh and Humam Sakhnini
Teresa and Aaron Robbins
Nancy and Miles Rubin
Michael Skloff
Alan B. Slifka Foundation
Clay Smith
Paul Stapleton
Lucy Stutz and Jared Levine
Maia and Richard Suckle
Sugar23
Nina Tassler and Jerry Levine
Tennis Channel
Julie Waxman and Seth Freeman
Alex Weingarten

PARTNERS
Keith Addis
AIG
Anonymous
David Aronoff
Jason Barrett
Ryan Michelle Bathe
Charles Boettcher
Katherine Bond and David Slack
Sarah Bowman and Bill Temko
James Bramm
Jane Buckingham
Stacey Byrnes and Paul Eggert
Jill Casselman and Benjamin Johns
Carolyn Cassidy
Center For Applied Research 
     Solutions, Inc.
Maria Cho
Maren Christensen
Katherine Cowan
Sharon and Paul Crane
The CW Network
Janet and Bob Daily
Sheryl Danesger
Ellen Davin
Lisa and Zach Druker
Terri Durham
Fredda K. Evans
Tamara Farley
Debra Fogelman
Sidney Fohrman
Freemark Financial
Elise Greenberg

Zoe Greenspun
Sally E. and David M. Hackel
Richie Harkham
Lisa and Jimmy “Jam” Harris
Andrea R. Hartman
Ellen Herman and David T. Levinson
Ellen and Thomas Hoberman
Holland & Knight
Ann M. Hollister and Jon Y. Thomas
Suzan Hughes
Nicole Jaeger and Dan Erlij
Karen Johnson and Tom Appleton
Junior League of Los Angeles, Inc.
Lirona Kadosh and Ethan S. 
     Goldstine
Celine Kahn
Theresa Kang-Lowe
Stellina and David Katzenberg
Kayne Anderson Capital Advisors
Amanda Kemprowski
Janna Kohl
Yen-Po Kuo
Richard and Susan Lampen
Jennifer Laws
Amos Lee
Michael Lembeck
Jan Greenberg Levine
Susan and Peter Lizotte
Loeb & Loeb LLP
Mark Louchheim
John Lowe
Sheryl and Rob Lowe
Tirzah Lowe
Jason Lublin
Charlotte Macvane
Howard Mandel
Joni and Jeffrey Marine
Brad McBride
Byanka and Johnny McClain
Dan McDermott
Linda McDonough and Bradley Ross
Thomas McInerney
MGM Studios
Alicia Miñana and Rob Lovelace
James Moodie
William Moodie
Dianne and Jonathan Moonves
Anne Constance Nixon
Margrit and Norman Oberstein
Rita-Anne O’Neill
Eleanor and Glenn Padnick

29



Ellen and Paul Kaywin
The Kick Law Firm, APC
Judy Kirshner and Gary Gilbert
Deborah Koeffler
Jolene Konnersman
Ligia and Dennis Korn
KPMG
Jaclyn Lessard
Paulette Light and Jeff Rake
Christine Lim
Douglas Lucterhand
Lawrence Lyttle Trust Fund
Thomas MacDougall
Carol Marlowe and Kenneth Stringer
Steve Martino
Lauren Miura
Keira Morè
Michele and Richard Munde
Brad Neel
Elizabeth Oh
Liz and David Ondaatje
Marlene and Michael Rapkin
Kelle and Robert Reckinger
Jennifer Rogers
Yasmin Keyvan and Hani Salehi-Had, M.D.
Michael Schulman
Constance Schwartz
Scott Seidel
PJ Shapiro
Marti Smith
Matthew Solo
Ellen Sugarman
Masami Yamamoto
Chuck Tatham
Sarah Timberman and Edward G.           
     Redlich
Lindsay Todnem
Erin Vik
Karen Waldron
Morgan Wandell and Francine Wandell
Evelyn and Alex Wiles
Carolyn and Bill R. Willen
Diana Zapata
Emily Zipperstein 

We strive to accurately recognize our donors 
and welcome any clarifications. 

To share corrections, or for more information 
on how to become involved, please contact 
give@alliancecr.org

 

Sunhee Paik and Stephen Williams 
Shana and Donald Passman
PatMa Productions
Susan and Steven Peterman
Glenn Poswell
Debora and Sheldon Presser
Public Resources Advisory Group
Joshua R. Pyatt
Eva and Jason Rapp
Samantha August Ray
Rhea L. Ricard
Joyce and Jeremy Richards
Melissa and Alex Romain
Rose & Rex
Jon Rosen
Todd Sandler
Karen and Nathan Sandler
Heidi Schulman and Mickey Kantor
Simran Sethi
Amir Shahkhalili
Katherine and David Siegel
Michael Silber
Roberta Silverstein and 
     Stephen Sperber
Georgia Simon
Janis Spire and Kathy Meherin
Jamie and Paul Sprague
Sandra Stern
Thais Stiklorius
Rita Streimer
Summer Svalberg
Michael Thorn
The Tippl Family Fund
Jennifer Todd
Deborah and David Trainer
Carol Tran
Jennifer Turek
Rehana and Gordon Uehling
Tracy Underwood
Glenda and Gregory Vanni
Rachel and Paul Vogel
Kevin Weaver
Arthur and Joan Weisberg 
     Family Foundation
Michele Weiss
Debbie and Henry Weissmann
Joyce and Stanley Weitz
Andrew Weitz
Ariana and Thomas Wellington
Cori Wellins
Leigh Whannell and  Corbett Tuck

Tracey Wigfield
Dr. Alice Wilder
Lynn Williams
Nicole Wilmott
Matthew Wilson
Marianne Wisner and 
     Kendrick Royer
Woodland Hills Rotary Club
Robert J. Woolway   
Bob Wunderlich/Discovery 
     Economics

FRIENDS
Ahman Morthel
Anonymous (2)
Colleen and Darryl Bates
Jill and John Bauman
BNY Mellon Corporations’ 
     Community Partnership
Patricia Bowie
Joshua Burk
Emily and Michael Chasalow
Sara E. Cooley
Jeffrey Copans
Joel Criste
Shauna Cross and Fred Jasper
The Dream Alive Foundation
Victoria and Sheldon Eisenberg
Kimberly Fardad
Gail and Michael Feuer
Susy and Tom Fineman
Tim Freudenberger
Edgar Garcia-Mora
Robin and Leonard R. Garner, Jr.
Thalia and Martin Gelbard
Diana Gitelman
Google
Nicole H. Gordon
Gaby and Rob Greenberg
Claire Hoffman
Michael L. House
Edison International
Michael Jackson
Terre Jacobs
Judianne and Kenneth Jaffe
Katharine M. Jones
Heather Jones
Karen Jones and Tom Carroll
Jamie Kantrowitz
Bess R. Kargman
Jody Kasten and Jack Sussman
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Our gratitude for your dedication and 
generosity.

Together, we have the potential to 
impact the world for children through 
transformative systemic change and 
holistic direct services. 

With your support, we will advocate for 
equitable and just futures for children, 
youth, and families.

Thank 
 You







Stand with us, as 
we stand for them.
Donate today.
allianceforchildrensrights.org/donate



3333 Wilshire Blvd., Ste. 550 
Los Angeles, CA 90010
allianceforchildrensrights.org

Champion 
the rights of 

young people

Donate today
allianceforchildrensrights.org/donate


