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ALLIANCE % . .

for CHILDREN’S Non-lawyer parents may, under the provisions of IDEA,
RIGHTS represent themselves pro se in federal court

In a Supreme Court case, Winkelman v. Parma City School District, 550 U.S. 516 (2007), the Court
decided that when parents, disagreeing with the outcome of their child’'s IEP, even after attending a due
process hearing, may take their claims to federal court without acquiring legal counsel. Parents may bring
their claim(s), under IDEA, without an attorney even if they are not attorneys themselves. This is referred
to as “appearing pro se.” While appearing pro se is an option for parents, it is advisable to consult an

attorney first.

3333 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 550 P 213.368.6010 W kids-alliance.org
Los Angeles, CA 90010 F 213.368.6016 E info@kids-alliance.org



	Non-lawyer parents may, under the provisions of IDEA, represent themselves pro se in federal court

