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Early Education Needs of 
Foster Youth



Why are you here?

You’ll Learn:
1. About how trauma can impact a child’s development  
2. Signs that indicate a young child might require 

mental health services
3. Best practices to ensure young children transition 

from early intervention to special education without 
interruptions

4. Early Education Options for young children in foster 
care.

5. LCFF and Preschool 



Developmental Delays & 
Young Children in Foster Care

• Prenatal substance exposure

• Abuse/Neglect

• Disrupted attachments to parents and/or caregivers

• Multiple Placement Changes



Early Education Challenges

• Not enough early education slots 

• Waitlists can discourage caregivers from applying

• Identifying young foster young

• Some caregivers do not understand how early 

education can help/find it too difficult to manage an 

early education program schedule and child care.



LCFF & Early Education

An investment of district LCFF dollars in early 
education programing and services for foster 
youth ages 3-5 will ensure that children 
entering kindergarten will have the pre-
academic and social/emotional/behavioral 
skills to be successful. 



LCFF & Early Education

State Priorities particularly relevant for 
preschool aged children in foster care: 

• Parental Involvement
• School Climate
• Student Achievement
• Student Engagement

http://childrennow.webfactional.com/issue-
areas/education/school-finance-reform/el-lcff



LCFF & Early Education
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