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This is an exciting time in the life of the 
Alliance. Many of you know that our 
beloved CEO, Janis Spire, has announced 
her intention to retire. Now, we are getting 
ready to enthusiastically announce our new 
CEO. Our new CEO will be backed by an 
incredible, energetic staff, many of whom 
are child welfare leaders in their own right.

As incoming co-chairs of the Alliance board, 
we want to express our deep gratitude to 
our outgoing chair, Cliff-Gilbert-Lurie. Cliff’s 
steadfast guidance has helped us grow, 
improve, and prepare for this moment of 
transition and new beginnings. 

A MESSAGE FROM

LESLIE GILBERT-LURIE &  
STEVEN MARENBERG

BOARD CO-CHAIRS

Championing vulnerable children and 
families is more urgent than ever.  For that 
reason, we are launching a campaign for 
sustained giving that we call the Road to 
Justice. The campaign supports initiatives 
including our Advocacy Academy (see 
center spread) that will secure California’s 
place as a leader in compassionate, 
progressive child welfare reform. 

There is much we need to accomplish over 
the next few years. Please join us in being 
part of the future of the Alliance! 

- Leslie and Steve

Incoming co-chair Leslie Gilbert-Lurie, outgoing chair Cliff Gilbert-Lurie,  
CEO Janis Spire, and incoming co-chair Steven Marenberg

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF. . .

EDUCATION

JUSTICE

FAMILY
The Alliance has completed 20,000 adoptions and guardianships. 
We have recovered $21m in denied benefits and healthcare 
services for children.
We created National Adoption Day, celebrating thousands of 
adoptions every year around the country.

We have championed the needs and education rights of 
10,000 students in foster care.

We succeeded in changing laws to extend foster care to age 21 and  
won equitable support for foster children being raised by their relatives.

Thank you for being part of our 25 year history. 
Now, be part of our future.

Join the Alliance on the Road to Justice. 
Make a legacy gift or become a monthly sustainer to protect 

our vulnerable children during these uncertain times.   
KIDS-ALLIANCE.ORG/JUSTICE



We welcome Dena Cook, E. Martin Estrada, and Andrew Garelick to the Alliance Board

Dena Cook is CEO of 
Brew, a corporate 
communications firm 
that helps 
technology and 
digital media 

companies tell their stories. With 
offices in Los Angeles, New York, San 
Francisco and London, Brew works 
with founders and CEOs, providing 
guidance on business-critical 
communications issues, crisis 
situations and more. Cook also serves 
on the Los Angeles Mayor’s Council of 
Technology and Innovation, and the 
Los Angeles Executive Committee of 
Human Rights Watch.
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Munger, Tolles & 
Olson litigator and 
Los Angeles-based 
partner E. Martin 
Estrada has 
consistently been 

involved in public interest work and 
pro bono representation, including 
helping to lead one of the largest 
educational-rights cases in the 
country and handling asylum 
matters for indigent immigrants. 
Previously, he led a program 
teaching fifth-graders at a Boyle 
Heights elementary school about 
the law, the justice system, and 
academic achievement.

Andrew Garelick is a 
corporate partner in 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom’s 
Los Angeles office 
focusing on mergers 

and acquisitions across a broad range 
of industries, including media and 
entertainment, retail, and technology. 
Throughout his legal career, Mr. 
Garelick has provided pro bono legal 
services to numerous charitable 
organizations in the Los Angeles 
community and serves on the Board of 
Governors of the Institute for 
Corporate Counsel.

MEET OUR NEW 
LEGAL DIRECTOR  
JENNIFER BRAUN 

This spring, Jennifer Braun joined the Alliance 
as our new legal director, following the departure of 
Laura Streimer. Streimer joined the bench as Superior 
Court Commissioner, after serving the Alliance for more 
than a decade. 

Braun brings over three decades of experience to 
the position. Previously, she served as Assistant 
United States Trustee with the Department of Justice, 
combatting abuses of the bankruptcy system and 
overseeing a team of attorneys and investigators. 
Braun also worked at Bet Tzedek Legal Services 
supervising attorneys and volunteers working on 
behalf of indigent Los Angeles County residents on 
consumer protection, housing, bankruptcy, probate, 
elder law, SSI and other matters.

Braun is passionate about representing the needs and 
interests of children in foster care. “I also am particularly 

excited to help address the issues facing transition-age 
youth,” she notes.  “At Bet Tzedek and the Department 
of Justice, I dealt with identity theft and fraud cases in 
which vulnerable young people can really get mired. I 
love to help clients break through those log jams and do 
preventive work to stop it from happening in the future.”

Braun says she is grateful for Streimer’s efforts in the 
position. She looks forward to working with the Alliance 
staff, clients, Board, community partners, and volunteers.

The Alliance congratulates our 

long-time Legal Director, Laura 

Streimer, who recently became a 

Superior Court Commissioner. 

For young people in foster care, who often 
lack stability and consistent parenting, preparing 
for college and obtaining a degree can seem like 
insurmountable hurdles. That’s where the work of 
the Opportunity Youth Collaborative, powered by the 
Alliance, comes in, bringing together a host of public 
and private organizations to improve systems and 
create pathways to success. 

Under the OYC umbrella, John Burton Advocates for 
Youth (JBAY) and the LA Chamber of Commerce 
spearhead the Foster Youth College Achievement 
Program (FYCAP), an exciting multi-pronged 
approach to intervention at every level to improve 
how foster youth prepare for, access, and ultimately 
navigate higher education.    

Jessica Petrass, project manager for JBAY,  traverses 
the county, seeding community organizations in 
one place with the wisdom and experience gained 
somewhere else. “I’ve been meeting with the 29 
campuses in LA that have foster youth support 
programs and asking what’s working, what’s not?” she 
says. Currently, each campus has its own approach 
to supporting foster youth, with its own services and 
requirements. This results in confusion for students who 
are trying to navigate their options. 

Homelessness is a particularly complex issue identified 
as a barrier to higher education by every one of the 
colleges with which JBAY works. “I have been working 

on linking the colleges to a new system called the Youth 
Coordinated Entry System,” Petrass notes. “We have a 
housing shortage in Los Angeles, so the issue is a tough 
one. But we do have ways to improve how we connect 
students to available housing.”

Data is one key to driving improvement. “Maybe one 
program for foster youth is doing well in terms of 
increasing GPA and another has great statistics about 

getting all of their student participants to complete a 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). We 
want access to that kind of information,” Petrass explains. 

The task of creating pathways to college for students 
in foster care starts in high school or even earlier. With 
that in mind, the FYCAP team has brought together 
stakeholders, including Department of Child and Family 
Services and the LA County Office of Education, to make 
recommendations about ways to better serve students. 
Already, these recommendations have led to a pilot 
program in the Antelope Valley to leverage a core group 
of social workers to help students prepare for college 
and apply for financial aid. The pilot engages students as 
early as middle school. 

For a child welfare system that tends to emphasize 
safety and secure placement over long-term goals like 
college and career, this work requires a shift in culture. 
Petrass sums it up: “Attaining higher education and 
meaningful careers is part of well-being, so the work is 
very worthwhile.”

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT: 
PATHWAYS TO HIGHER ED

“I’ve been meeting with the 29 college campuses in LA  
that have foster youth support programs  
and asking what’s working, what’s not?” 

kids-alliance.org   |   3
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If we want to truly understand how to improve 
foster care, we have to hear from young people and 
caregivers who have firsthand experience. 

“I want to put humanity back into the way the system 
works,” says Shari Walker, who was in foster care during 
her teenage years. She recounts how she felt physically 
protected but emotionally devastated by the experience. 

“If I could change one thing, it would be separation 
of siblings,” says Flo Valenzuela, who is entering her 
freshman year at UCLA this fall. “My brother and I were 
split up, and as a result, it took years to rebuild that 
relationship and it’s still very difficult.”  

It is not enough to speak for vulnerable children and 
families; we must also ensure that they are invited to 
speak in settings where decisions that affect them are 
being made. That is why, for two decades, the Alliance 
has been bringing the insight and wisdom of those who 

have direct personal experiences of foster care to bear 
on policy and reform. 

Advocacy is a skill, and it takes practice and preparation. 
Toward that end, we are pleased to announce the 
Advocacy Academy, an Alliance initiative that 
provides training, professional development, speaking 
opportunities, and more to those with direct experience 
of foster care who want to be part of the advocacy 
community. Alliance staff and community experts in 
policy, communications, and collective impact will help to 
train and support the advocates. Our hope is to amplify 
the voices of all of those who are calling for change.

Participants have the opportunity to take part in formal 
and informal speaking opportunities. They can also write 
letters, contact lawmakers, participate in legislative 
visits, reach out to educators, and speak at business 
roundtables and conferences. 

In addition, the Academy will organize focus groups 
around important issues and disseminate findings 
to policy makers and community partners to help 
them better serve key populations, including relative 
caregivers, teen parents, and transition-age youth. 

In fact, just recently, we convened a focus group of 
young parents who have been in foster care themselves. 
Among the many surprises? The parents spoke at length 
about the stress of taking public transportation to 
medical and other service appointments, describing how 
taking the train or bus with a young child often caused 
them to feel overwhelmed and unsafe. Their candid 
commentary is helping to inform innovative approaches 
to transportation for transition-age clients, particularly 
those with children.

Foster parents, including kin caregivers, are a key part 
of the Academy as well, and we will continue to leverage 
their involvement to promote policy change. For 
example, recently, one of our advocates, a grandmother 

who stepped up to raise her granddaughter, helped 
us reach out to national policymakers. Her compelling 
firsthand account helped humanize abstract issues of 
federal funding and draw attention to the needs of 
relative caregivers. 

In many ways, the Academy is the crystallization of 
the self advocacy we’ve been supporting since the 
beginning of our 25-year history. As we launch the 
Academy and expand the community of advocates, we 
hope that it will be a stone that causes outward ripples 
that continue to touch lives far and wide, until, together, 
we achieve a more just and equitable world  
for vulnerable young people. 

To become part of the Advocacy Academy or to 
request speakers for an upcoming event, contact 
Advocacy@kids-alliance.org. 

To support the Academy, become part of the Road to 
Justice campaign: kids-alliance.org/Justice.

ANNOUNCING THE The Advocacy Academy provides opportunities 
for anyone with firsthand experiences of foster 

care to help reform and improve the system. 

Advocates and OYC Young Leaders: Jesse De La Cruz,  Thomisha Rader, Demontea Thompson, Autumn Taylor, Florencia Valenzuela, Maria Serrano, Sheri Walker  

Milagro Torres and her children, Michaela and Milo, and Janet Muñez and Javier Rodriguez with 
their daughter, Jade, took part in a recent focus group for clients who are parenting.

Grandmother and adoptive parent Cherie Weatherall 
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THANK YOU FOR 
MAKING OUR 25TH 
ANNIVERSARY DINNER 
A HUGE SUCCESS! 

The Beverly Hilton was packed on the evening of March 16, 2017, 
with nearly 1,000 supporters and friends of the Alliance for Children’s Rights 
who came to celebrate our 25th anniversary. Guests recognized National 
Champion for Children honoree and Alliance CEO Janis Spire and Francis M. 
Wheat honoree Austin Beutner. Thanks to the outpouring of generosity and 
support, the dinner raised $1.5 million for our children and families.

Alliance clients Alan Radtke and Laura Sander shared their stories, reminding 
us of the life-changing impact of the Alliance over the past 25 years. Mandy 
Moore and Chrissy Metz, Golden-Globe nominated stars of the hit series This 

Is Us, kept the evening lively as our hosts, and a special musical performance 
by MUSE/IQUE brought the house down.

The dinner was co-chaired by board members Scott Edelman, Susan 
Friedman, Cliff Gilbert-Lurie, Leslie Gilbert-Lurie, Jamie Lichtman, 
Sue Naegle, Gary Newman, Rick Rosen, Phil Rudolph, Toni Schulman, 
and Chris Walther. Thank you to our amazing sponsors and guests for a 
memorable evening celebrating our advocacy.  Learn more and see the full 
photo album at kids-alliance.org/dinner.

Alexis Ortiz, Janis Spire, Kimberly George, Jessica Chandler,  
Trayvon Walker & Barry Bartlett

Leslie Gilbert-Lurie, Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas & Austin Beutner

Toni Schulman & Judge Michael Nash (Ret.)

Mandy Moore, Cliff Gilbert-Lurie & Rick Rosen

Phil Rudolph Alan Radtke receives a standing ovation.Aidan Saltz Burke, Susan Saltz, Pricilla & Jamie Halper 

Nathan & Willie Garson, Mandy Moore & Chrissy Metz

Yasmine Delawari Johnson, Jules Leyser, Janis Spire, Junely Merwin & Danika Charity

Noelle Wolf, Cliff & Leslie Gilbert-Lurie

Susan Friedman & Austin BeutnerJeanne Pritzker & Janis Spire

 Jill Jadon, Michelle Richman  
& Kymberly Marciano-Strauss

Board members Phil Rudolph, Nancy de Brier, Rick Rosen, Toni Schulman, Steve Marenberg, Yasmine Delawari Johnson, Mitch Kaplan,  
Janis Spire, Barbara Grushow, Trent Copeland, Leslie Gilbert-Lurie, Bob Woolway, Cliff Gilbert-Lurie, Pamela Soper & Susan Saltz

Scott Seidel, Brett Paul, Dan Limerick, Marc Korman, Jay Levine & Paul Haas
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

For more information on upcoming events,  
contact Nora Gilbert-Hamerling at nora@kids-alliance.org or 213.368.6010.

Catch us on the courts for a fun afternoon at the 
Los Angeles Tennis Club. Tennis for Tots has raised 
over $1.4 million and is generously hosted by board 
member Mitch Kaplan of the Kaplan Stahler Agency 
and his agency partner, Elliot Stahler. The event is 
held in memory of David and Lynn Angell—a couple 
committed to improving the lives of at-risk children, 
who tragically died on September 11, 2001. 

Tennis for Tots  |  September 23, 2017  |  Los Angeles Tennis Club
19th Annual

Board members Steven Marenberg and Mitch Kaplan. 

Reserve your 
spot on the  

court for $250

The Alliance’s night of comedy and cocktails has 
raised nearly $2 million and featured some of the 
best in comedy including Jimmy Kimmel, Tig Notaro, 
Martin Short, Sarah Silverman and Bob Odenkirk. 
Join us in laughter for a great cause this fall.

RIGHT to LAUGH Comedy Event  |  Fall 2017 |  Avalon Hollywood  
8th Annual

Anthony Jeselnik on stage at 2016 RIGHT to LAUGH

Raising Baby is the flagship event of the Alliance of 
Moms. This day of interactive workshops focuses on 
educating expecting and parenting youth about 
early brain development and child-rearing. The 
event provides access to a variety of resources 
through partner organizations including Children’s 
Institute, Project Fatherhood, Loom, Too Small to 
Fail, and others.

Raising Baby   |  November 18, 2017  |  Children’s Institute, Inc.

Kristen Bell, Kathryn Hahn, and Jordana Brewster in 
the playroom at Raising Baby.

Alliance of Moms is an 
auxiliary group of the  

Alliance for Children’s Rights.

Alliance clients will participate in the first Friends of 
the Alliance Back to School Celebration this 
summer. School-aged children will enjoy a fun-filled 
day of learning and activities at the Museum of 
Natural History, receive a backpack filled with 
school supplies, and have an opportunity to start 
the school year off with a helping hand from our 
dedicated volunteers. To sponsor or support, please 
contact Pamela Soper at Pamela.Soper@cbs.com.

Back to School Celebration   |  August 13, 2017 |  Exposition Park

Friends of the Alliance is an 
auxiliary group of the  

Alliance for Children’s Rights.

F R I E N D S

OF THE
A L L I A N C E

PRO BONO SPOTLIGHT  

Richard Ochoa, litigator at Bryan Cave LLP, 
represents everything that we treasure in our 
exceptional pro bono community. Ochoa has handled 
more than 70 adoption and guardianship cases over the 
past nine years. As a bilingual attorney, he is particularly 
valued by our Spanish-speaking clients.

“I remember going to Edelman Children’s Court for 
National Adoption Day the first time,” he recalls. “It was 
a great experience. That event did it for me. Getting 
to see the joy the parents experience as they build or 
expand their families through adoption is so satisfying. 
And it was interesting to see all of the many parts that 
go into bringing an adoption to completion.” 

Ochoa notes that handling an adoption always gives him 
a sense of joy and energizes him to return to his core 
practice. “Litigation can be wearing,” he says. “I enjoy 
this work because I love being around families, I love 
the look on the faces of the kids and their parents when 
they realize they are now a family forever.”

Over the years, Ochoa has also experienced the pleasure 
of helping clients for whom he has already completed an 
adoption add another new family member. For example, 
one family that adopted a child with special needs 
returned to court with Ochoa a few years later for a 
second such adoption. “These are parents with big hearts 
and it’s so rewarding. When someone wants to make that 
kind of investment in kids, the least I can do is expedite it!”

Today, Ochoa likes to encourage more junior attorneys to 
get involved in Alliance pro bono work. “I tell them that 
if you are looking for a pro bono experience where you 
can help someone almost instantaneously, this is it. You 
can spend two or three years litigating a typical pro bono 
case, or in that same period of time, as an Alliance pro 
bono adoption attorney, you can help 20 families.”

Alliance pro bono attorneys donate 30,000 hours, worth          

$12 million, every year to help us champion the needs of 

children and families. For information about pro bono 

volunteer opportunities, contact c.yacoub@kids-alliance.org

“These are parents with big hearts and it’s 
so rewarding. When someone wants to 

make that kind of investment in kids, the 
least I can do is expedite it!”

Richard Ochoa of Bryan Cave 

ICM Partners have truly invested in the futures of  
our children. Led in their efforts by founding partner 
Chris Silbermann, ICM employees volunteer year-
round to celebrate adoptions from foster care and 
support transition-age youth on their path to 
employment and independence.

ICM MAKES A DIFFERENCE

ALLIANCE VOICE  |  Summer 2017



We are an alliance.

That means that we show up for one another.

We roll up our sleeves.

And we get things done.

As moms, we understand just how difficult today might be.

But we also know how much better we can make tomorrow.

Some say that becoming a mom is life-changing.

We say that it’s world-changing.

We are an Alliance of Moms.

And the future is what we make it.

ALLIANCE VOICE  |  Summer 2017

Around the Alliance
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The process of becoming an approved foster parent 
can be daunting. Families deciding to care for children 
in foster care need to be empowered—operating from 
a place of knowledge and not fear.  The Alliance for 
Children’s Rights and our partners at Children’s Law 
Center, California Youth Connection, and Public Counsel, 
worked with county and state agencies to create a 
friendly, useful RFA guidebook to put families in the 
driver’s seat.  The guide provides a comprehensive 

step-by-step process for navigating RFA, and includes 
forms, tools, and materials that a family needs to get 
through the process. It was developed with input from 
caregivers themselves, and has been endorsed and 
widely distributed by the County of Los Angeles and 
other partners statewide.

Already we are receiving great feedback. Sylvie de 
Toledo of Grandparents as Parents had this to say:

“The Resource Family Approval Guide is AMAZING. 
Hopefully it will minimize the uncertainty and scariness 
of dealing with the child welfare bureaucracy. Knowing 
what comes next in the process helps our grandparents-
as-parents families so much.  On behalf of all RFA 
families we send a huge thank you to all that helped this 
project come to fruition.”

The Alliance plans to issue new editions of the RFA guide 
to keep it current in the coming months. 

Find out more by joining our policy news list at  
kids-alliance.org/policy.

This year, one of the most sweeping reforms 
in the history of foster care in California went into 
effect. Continuum of Care Reform (CCR) emphasizes 
placing children in family homes whenever possible, 
rather than group homes. The Alliance has been 
deeply involved in providing guidance and leadership 
for counties across California, including Los Angeles, 
as they put CCR into practice.

CCR included the passage of two bills (with a third in 
the works this year) that fundamentally restructure 
the laws around how a family is approved to care for 
a child in foster care, what funding and services a 
child receives, and how decisions pertaining to the 
child and family are made. CCR also mandates specific 
parameters for how group home facilities and Foster 
Family Agencies must be licensed. 

For the sweeping changes envisioned by CCR to 
succeed, more children, particularly those with special 
needs, must be placed in family settings, with reduced 
reliance on group homes. That means recruiting, training, 
and supporting more foster parents. That is where the 
new Resource Family Approval (RFA) process comes 
into play. RFA is the new standard process by which all 
foster parents are approved. It is meant to ensure that all 
potential foster parents, including relatives, are given an 
equal opportunity to step up and care for a child. 

POLICY UPDATE
Alliance debuts comprehensive guide aimed at 

getting more children into family settings 

THANK YOU 
ALLIANCE OF MOMS 

Learn more and get involved at allianceofmoms.org

A L L I A N C E  O F

M O M S

The Alliance of Moms is a membership-based auxiliary group that supports the work of the Alliance for Children’s 
Rights as part of the Healthy Teen Family program. The Alliance of Moms’ mission is to break the 

intergenerational cycle of babies born to teens in foster care. The focus of their work is offering educational 
parenting programs and raising funds and awareness for pregnant and parenting teens in LA’s foster care system.

“The RFA Guide is an amazing collaborative 

accomplishment and we are grateful to the Alliance 

for leading the charge! We know it will help so 

many families step up to become caregivers.” 
Karen D. Richardson, LCSW |  Deputy Director

DCFS Juvenile Court Services and Adoptions Bureau
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your generosity and commitment protect the futures of our children

Ahdoot & Wolfson, P.C.
The Ahmanson Foundation
Alliance of Moms
The Angell Foundation
The Annenberg Foundation
The Aspen Institute for Community
	 Solutions 
California Community Foundation
Carl and Roberta Deutsch Foundation
Roy & Patricia Disney Family Foundation
The Eisner Foundation, Inc.
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
Walter S. Johnson Foundation
Kaiser Foundations Hospitals
W.M. Keck Foundation
Legal Services Trust Fund
Josephine Moonves Memorial
The Ralph M. Parsons Foundation
Pritzker Foster Care Initiative
Rose Hills Foundation
The Gary Saltz Foundation, Inc.
San Manuel Band of Mission Indians
May and Stanley Smith Charitable Trust
Stuart Foundation
UniHealth Foundation
Weingart Foundation
Noelle and Dick Wolf

Benefactors
Nancy and Donald de Brier
Karen Mack, Esq. and Russell Goldsmith
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom, LLP
Leo and Sydelle Ward Foundation
The Zellerbach Family Foundation
Ziffren Brittenham LLP

Champions
Kristen Bell
California Collaborative for Educational 
	 Excellence 
Capital Research & Management Company
Carothers di Sante & Freudenberger LLP
Johnny Carson Foundation
CBS Television Network
Danika and Xander Charity
City National Bank
Columbus Trading Partners
Yasmine Delawari Johnson and  
	 Matthew Johnson
Disney-ABC Television Group
Joseph Drown Foundation
Linda and Jeff Eisikowitz
FremantleMedia North America
Leslie and Cliff Gilbert-Lurie
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher, LLP
The Green Foundation
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
HBO
Mark Hughes Foundation
ICM Community Partners Foundation
Marilyn Jones and Mitchell T. Kaplan
Jules and Crispin Leyser
LifeLock, Inc.
Emily and David Lynch
Kymberly Marciano-Strauss and 
	 Evan Strauss
Alison M. Whalen and Steve A. Marenberg
NBC Entertainment
Network For Good
Omaze, Inc.
Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas
Dawn and Phillip Rudolph
The Sidley Austin Foundation
Toni and John Schulman
Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption
William H. Tilley Family Foundation
United Talent Agency
Venable Foundation
Susan Stockton and 
	 Christopher B. Walther
Warner Bros.
WME
Kelly and Julian Zajfen

Activision Blizzard, Inc.
Creative Artists Agency
Fox Entertainment Group, Inc.
Heirloom LA
Hulu, LLC
In-N-Out Burger Foundation
Inclusive Education and Community
	 Partnership, Inc.
Irell & Manella, LLP
Munger, Tolles & Olson, LLP
Netflix
Paul Hastings, LLP
Pfaffinger Foundation
Tara Maxey and Matt Poley
Proskauer Rose, LLP
Bill Resnick and Michael Stubbs
Sony Pictures Entertainment, Inc.

Defenders
3 Arts Entertainment
AIG/Sun America
Amazon
Deborah and Mark Attanasio
Virginia and Austin Beutner
Blue Élan Records
Adele and Lawrence M. Braun
The Diane and Dorothy Brooks 		
	 Foundation
Debevoise & Plimpton, LLP
Laura and Michael Eisner
Megan McGowan-Espstein and 
	 Alan Epstein
Michelle Esquivel Hart
Patty and Billy Gardell
Valerie Cabrera and Richard B. Goldberg
Guess?, Inc.
Jack in the Box Inc.
Katten Muchin Rosenman, LLP
Annette and Robert Lichtenstein
Liner LLP
Lippin Group
Sarah Siegal-Magness and 
	 Gary D Magness
Rebecca and Laird M. Malamed
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP
McDermott, Will & Emery LLP
Paradigm
Sumner and Shari Redstone
Rebecca Ressler
J.K. Simmons
The David B Gold Foundation
The Wonderful Company
TM Financial Forensics, LLC
Turner Network Television

Sponsors
Alan & Tonia Gould Family Foundation
Allen Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory &
	 Natsis, LLP
Alston & Bird LLP
Connie and Anthony Ambrosio
Annapurna Pictures
Richard Appel
Candice E. Appleton
Arent Fox LLP
Jessica and Matthew D. Babrick
Peter M. Benedek
Jerry Bruckheimer
Katie Carpenter
Rosie and Peter Casey
Charity Buzz
Christian Louboutin, LLC
P.J. and James P. Clark, Esq.
Erin and Trent Copeland
Crowell & Moring, LLP
Davis Wright Tremaine, LLP
Del, Shaw, Moonves, Tanaka, Finkelstein
	 & Lezcano
Dawn DeNoon
Dick Clark Productions, Inc.
Dykema
Susan and Scott A. Edelman
Fredda K. Evans

Foley & Lardner LLP
Fox Rothschild LLP
Gaumont Television USA
Gordon & Rees
Greenberg Glusker LLP
Rachelle and Michael Guerin
Hansen, Jacobson, Teller, Hoberman, 	
	 Newman, Warren, Richman, Rush & 
	 Kaller, LLP
Mary Donnelly and Sam Haskell
Hogan Lovells
Hunton & Williams LLP
Jen and Joseph Ianniello
Illumination Entertainment
Jo Kaplan and Larry Feldman
Kibre & Horwitz LLP
Patricia Kinane
Kinsella Weitzman Iser Kump & Aldisert, LLP
Ligia and Dennis Korn
Latham & Watkins, LLP
John H. Lavely, Jr.
Jenniger and Jamie Lichtman
Lionsgate Entertainment
Melanie and Richard Lundquist
Laurie MacDonald and Walter Parkes
Superintendent Richard Martinez 
Mayer Brown, LLP
The Barry and Wendy Meyer Foundation
Kimberly A. Miller and Michael Reivitis
Janice Min and Peter Sheehy
Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp, LLP
Dianne and Jonathan Moonves
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, LLP
Natalie Martin Collection, LLC
Jeanne and Gary Newman
O’Melveny & Myers, LLP
Sarah and Bill Odenkirk
Kirk A. Pasich, Esq.
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison, LLP
Perkins Coie, LLP
Philpott Meeks, LLP
Pomona Unified School District
Rite Aid Foundation
Elisa Fernandez and Jose F. Sanchez
Riva Ritvo-Slifka
Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi, LLP
Rick Rosen and Orly Adelson
Monica and Phillip Rosenthal
Rust Consulting, Inc.
George Savitsky
Deborah Pines and Tony Schwartz
Seyfarth Shaw, LLP
Anne Sisteron and Yves Sisteron
Harry and Florence Sloan
Southern California Edison
Gene B. Stein and Geert de Turck
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan, LLP
Sullivan & Cromwell, LLP
The Jackal Group, LLC
The Morrison & Foerster Foundation
Lynn and Stephen Valbuena
Laura Fox and Ben Van de Bunt
Veronica Beard
Dana and Matthew Walden
Laura L. and Michael J. Wallace
Jewels and Kiko K. Washington
Jess Whitehill
Winston & Strawn LLP
YouTube

Sustainers
Babiators, LLC
Edward Bernero
Brillstein Entertainment Partners
Sandra Bullock
Stacey Byrnes and Paul Eggert
Maria Calabrese
Eugenia Castruccio-Salamon and  
	 Noah Salamon
Denise and David Chase
Comedy Central
Vin Di Bona
Jessica Johnson and Michael Downer, Esq.

Renee Dua
Madeleine and Dennis Durkin
Joseph Earley
Elizabeth F. Edlow and Lawrence Clarke
Felker Toczek Gellman Suddleson LLP
Michael Gendler, Esq.
Barbara Grushow and Manny Bujold
Priscilla and James Halper
Kaplan Stahler Agency
J. Griffin and Linda Lesher
Jonathan R. Levey
Los Angeles Lakers
Marilynn Mack
Cara Maggioni and Jay C. Gassner
Munchkin, Inc.
Christine Nixon
Alison and Daniel M. Petrocelli, Esq.
Beth and Jim Preminger
Principato-Young Entertainment
Lisa Ann Russell and Jeff Probst
Jeffrey and Robin Raich
Beth Roberts and Warren B. Smith
Stella and William H. Robinson
Ray and Anna Romano
Ande and Bruce Rosenblum
David Sadkin
Christopher Sheridan
Alexandra Simpson
Katherine Bond and David Slack
Robert B. Sloan
Usha and Sudesh Sood
Pamela Soper
Gene B. Stein and Geert de Turck
Tanner Mainstain Glynn & Johnson
The Americana at Brand, LLC
The Baby Box Company, Inc.
Bridget Sampson and Neal Thornhill
Mary A. Tuck
TV Land
Tyson & Mendes
Denis Devlin and Clyde Watson
Cynthia Watts and Andrew Jen
Bryan Williams

Partners
Aileen Adams and Geoffrey Cowan
Kate Adler and Marcelo Ziperovich
Afterglow Beverly, Inc.
Frank Arentowicz and Sara Nichols
Thomas E. Ascheim
Douglas Axel
Alison Baird
Ballard Spahr LLP
Kevin Beggs
Robert Beitcher
Laurence M. Berman
Jan and Dan Black
Ronnie and Charles Blakeney
Andrew Block
Charles Boettcher
Mrs. Harriet Rossetto and  
	 Rabbi Mark Borovitz
Geoffrey Brandt
Renee and Harold Brook
Karey Burke
Judy and Steve Burkow
James and Deborah Burrows
Margot and Joseph Calabrese
Michael Cameron and Sherry Vrooman
Carl E. Wynn Foundation
Nicki Carlsen
Carlsmith Ball, LLP
CBS TV Network Affiliates
Ashley Chay-Fairty
Victoria Chen
Maren Christensen, Esq.
Dan Clivner
Toni and Bruce Corwin
Sharon and Paul H. Crane, M.D.
Joel Criste
Meredith and John Cross
Molly and Phil D’Amecourt
Bob and Janet Daily

Mary and Jean DeKernion
Dentons
DLA Piper LLP (US)
Jennifer Dominitz
Nora Doyle and Peter Gould
Ann E. Dreifort
Amy Elliott
John and Fredda Ellis
Elizabeth B. Elwell
Equal Justice America
Ergobaby Carrier, Inc.
Mitch Evall, Esq.
Kenneth Fearn
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Alexandra Fixmer
Penelope Foley
Thomas M. Fontana
Harold Foonberg
Mark Forbes
Michael J. Fox and Tracy Pollan
Sherry and Martin Franks
Susan F. and Alan V. Friedman
Andrew Garelick
Willie Garson
Manda Ghaferi
Justin Gimelstob
Bradley S. Glenn
Wendy and Leonard Goldberg
Lirona Kadosh and Ethan S. Goldstine
David Greenberg
Jeanne R. Hayden and Gary Greenberg
Marc Guggenheim
Rene and Paul Haas
Sally E. and David M. Hackel
Nancy Hamlin
Kirk D. Hartman
Mark Hartney
Gregory Herbert
Hertz Lichtenstein & Young LLP
Heidi and Greg Hodes
D. Bruce and Trish Hoffman
Ann M. Hollister and Jon Y. Thomas
Renee K. Howdeshell
Judy and Harry Isaacs
Kathleen Jackson
Jackie and Andrew Caster
Jill and Robert Jadon
Zem and James Joaquin
Heidi Schulman and Mickey Kantor
Marta Kauffman and Michael Skloff
Amy Bolker and Craig Kaufman
Elizabeth Keeler
Sarah Kelly-Kilgore
Kirkland & Ellis, LLP
Larry and Stacey Kohl
Marc Korman
Howard Kurtzman and Sharon Klein
Cori Wellins Lagao
Cindy Landon
Rachel Larosa
Bryan Layne
Richard Leibner and Carole Cooper
Level Four, LLC
Wendy and Eric Levine
Monica Levinson
Robert L. Levy
Robert Liebesman
Lori Valesko and Holly Light
Daniel M. Limerick, Jr.
Jerry and Diana Longarzo
Nancy Lubrano
Larry Lyttle
Neil Mahoney and Sophie Pierce
Gerald Malanga and Teresa Libertino
Mandavia & Ephraim, LLP
Shelby Marston Ainley and Chris Ainley
Jonathan Mead
James L. Mindling
Jarrod Moses
Bobbe and Ed J. Mullen
Robert and Deborah Myman
Guy and Kimberly Nachtomi
Tracey and Richard Nanula
Ben Nematzadeh
Paulette and Ronald Nessim, Esq.
Norwalk High School
Rita-Anne O’Neill, Esq.
Eleanor and Glenn Padnick
Shana S. and Donald S. Passman
PBS SOCAL

Susan and Steven Peterman
Tom G. Polenzani
Lindsay Price
Qualcomm
Eileen Quast
Marlene and Michael Rapkin
Jess Ravich
Lundy and Fredric Reynolds
Blair Rich
Iris and Richard R Ross
Jordan Roth and Richie Jackson
Miles and Nancy Rubin
Yasmin Keyvan and Hani Salehi-Had
Robin Samuel
Dan and Joyce Sandel
Anya Sarre
Allyson Saunders and Derek D. Barton
Chris Thornton Schmidt
Bradley Schneider
Robert M. Schwartz
George and Kate Schweitzer
Ronnie Shapiro
Kathy D. and David Siegel
Joel Siegel
Starr Silver-Baker
Hanna and Ryan Skvarla
Kris Spazafumo
Kirsten Hicks Spira
Janis Spire and Kathy Meherin
Steptoe & Johnson, LLP
Amy and Michael Stewart
Gretchen Stockdale
Joanna Stoller
Veronica and Brian M Stolz
Rita Streimer
Valerie Sussman
Rachel Tabori Myerson
Sarah Bowman and William D. Temko
Sherrill and Peter Thatch
The CW Network, LLC
Michael Triessl
Sheryl Underwood
Glenda and Gregory Vanni, Esq.
David Craig Veis
Jennifer and Jean-Louis Velaise
VINCE, LLC
Peter and Hilary Vlastelica
Nona Janssen Walls
Jane and Alan H. Wasserstein
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Watts
Julie Waxman and Seth Freeman
Richard Weitz
Erika and Paul White
Nadine N. Bell and Bart H. Williams
Carrie and Chris Williams
Sandy Williams, Esq. and Theressa Shields
Suzanne V. Wilson
Amy Wood
Robert J. Woolway
Rachel Yang
Susie and Peter Zeegen
Margaret and Cliff Maraschino
Ellen and Ken Ziffren
David Zifkin

Friends
Bryan Adel
Zainah Afli
Frances A. and Paul R. Anamosa
Carol and Rand S. April, Esq.
Deborah Arbabi
Bob Armstrong
Kevin Arnovitz
Carmela Atkins
Lori Backen
Banner Bank
Colleen and Darryl Bates
Bradley Bell and Ambassador Colleen Bell
Benevity Community Fund
Carlos Bernard
Peter Billingsley
Carol and Frank Biondi
Bird, Marella, Boxer, Wolpert, Nessim,
	 Drooks, Lincenberg & Rhow, P.C.
Casey A. Bloys and Alonzo B. Wickers, IV
Shelli and Michael Borkow
Patricia Bowie
Lucia Branco Williams
Megan Branman
Rochelle and William J. Briggs, II

Kristina Brittenham and Jesse Sisgold
Jennifer Brown
Victoria Brunn
Bryan Cave, LLP
Tracy and Peter Carpenter
Sarah Chamberlin
Christine and Christopher Chorba, Esq.
CityMoms, Inc.
Jeffrey and Lisa Cohen
Cathy Colvin
Jonathan Congdon
Heather de la Vega
Francesca Delbanco
Demler, Armstrong & Rowland LLP
Annie Duke
Peter Dunn
Barbara and Dave Elson
Sally Elwell
Kevin and Julie Falls
Gail and Michael N. Feuer
Susan J. and Thomas J. Fineman
Leah and Sam Fischer
Heather Fowler
Andriana Freisson
Carmen Galzerano
Fredelina Garcia
Leonard R. Garner, Jr.
Green Mountain West, Inc.
GSP Marketing Technologies, Inc.
Stephanie R. Hart
Andrea R. Hartman
Hilary Hearty
Daniel Heimpel
John Hemphill
The Honorable Margaret Henry and
	 Conway Collis
Lara and Bradley S. Holtzman
Lili Endlich and Robert A. Holtzman
Marci and Ray Hopkins
Michael L. House, Ph.D.
Lindsay Howard
Eric T. Iverson
Alexandra Jaffe
Jesse Jenner
Sara and Ben Jensen
Meegan Johnson
Sam Kaeser
Amanda Kahle
Aaron R. Kaplan
Ayesha Kardar
The Rachel & Drew A. Katz Foundation
Olivia Kazanjian
Sharon and Michael Kelley
Sandra R. King, Esq.
Dana Klein
Diana and Joseph Kotzin
Katrina Krumwiede
Jen and Ezra Kucharz
Catherine Lhamon and Giev Kashkooli
Paula and Wesley Larmore
Fran and Michael Leb
Anastasia Lenglet
The Honorable Jan Greenberg Levine
Levine Sullivan & Koch, LLP
Susan and Peter Lizotte
Ed D. Lodgen, Esq.
Carol Lombardini
Elizabeth Lott and Rajeev Dassani
Anahita and Jim Lovelace
Joshua Ludmir
Gwyn Lurie and Les Firestein
Brett Mahoney
Lisa Martens
Vickie and Bruce McCorkendale
Christopher McDavid
Sean and Tracy McManus
Ed McPherson
Penny Meepos
Sherry L. Miller
Ted J. Miller
Paula Miranda
Stephen and Christine Mirante
Jenny Mogen
Peter B. Morrison
Jennifer and Christian Muirhead
Eric Newman
Lynn and Steven A. Nissen
Michael Nourmand
Madeline and Armando Nunez
Daisy O’Dell

Mary and Albert Obasi
Margrit and Norman S. Oberstein
Anne Ogrady
The Parents Network
Andrew Patman
Shane Paul
Maria Pekurovskaya
Sandra and Michael Piller
Teresa Pinedo
Jeffrey S. Pion
Michael Porter
Robin Cottle and Ronald Radziner
September Rea
Rebecca Minkoff, LLC
Sarah Timberman and Edward G. Redlich
Mallary Reznik
Phyllis and Steve Rich
Michelle and Lawrence Richman
Jon Ringquist
Erica Rivinoja
Liza Rodriguez
Casondra Ruga
Angie Rupert
Rachel Rusch
D. Michael Rust Endowment
Shannon Ryan-Bornheimer
Stacey Savelle
Savitvitsky, Satin & Bacon
Scott Seidel
Nicole Seigel
Danielle Serratore
Robert Shachtman
Margie and John H. Sharer
Nina Shaw
Jillian Shriner
Roberta Silverstein and Stephen Sperber
Megan and Christopher Simon
Sondra and Jonathan C. Solish
Sandra and Ernest Spath
Kimberly and Michael Spindler
Ann Marie Spinelli
Mindy Stern
Kimberly and Joshua Stokes
Victoria Strouse
Sarah Super
Erica Swinkels
Kim and Eric Tannenbaum
Christine Tasto
Shirley and Donald Taylor
Mary Tower
Michael L. Turrill
United Way of Central & Northeastern  
	 Connecticut
Untitled Entertainment
Nina Wass
Carol Weinschenker
Clarissa Weirick
Barry L. Weiss
Todd Weiss
Ronit Wertheim
Carolyn and Bill R. Willen, Esq.
Michael and Cassie Witham
James Wong
Missy Yager
Jack Yeh
Elizabeth Zamora

In-Kind Donations
Born & Bred
Diageo
Rob Golum
Guess? Foundation
Simon & Schuster

This list represents gifts of $500 or 
more received between May 1, 2016 and 
April 30, 2017. Although we cannot list 
everyone, we are grateful for all of your 
generous donations and assure you that 
every dollar counts.
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HOLIDAY ALBUM TO
BENEFIT THE ALLIANCE

Our Foster Care Awareness Month social media campaign spotlighted young 

adults like Thomisha Rader, OYC Young Leader and Peer Advocate at Children’s 

Law Center, who speak about their experiences in foster care.

Find us on:  		  @KidAlliance

Just in time for the winter season, there will 

a new holiday album! A Blue Élan Christmas 

includes classic Christmas favorites and original 

music from legendary and emerging artists like 

Rita Coolidge, Gerry Beckley, Jack Tempchin, 

Rusty Young, Janiva Magness, and many more. 

100% of label profits from this album will 

benefit the Alliance for Children’s Rights.
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