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“There are so many children who get lost in the shuffle and 
the Alliance really advocates for these children and treats 
them like individuals. Kids need families and you keep 
pushing for all kids to have that.”

 
–Tiiffany Soto, adoptive mother

Our work also brings to light issues that 
repeatedly prevent children from healing. 
This is why we are working on statewide 
policies to better support foster youth in our 
three focus areas: infants and toddlers, teens 
and relative caregivers (see page 12).

As we grow and strengthen our programs, we 
are giving ourselves a facelift. As you can see 
with this newsletter, we are rolling out a new 
and refreshed design that will carry us into 
the next decade as we work for the children 
who need us most.

We’ve come so far, but there’s still so much 
work to do. Together we can help improve 
outcomes one child at a time while 
implementing systemic change to create 
a stronger foundation for tomorrow’s children. 
Thank you for your continued support.

Tiffany Soto spoke these words after adopting 
her nephew, Elijah, from foster care. When Elijah 
was first removed from his extremely abusive 
home, Tiffany agreed to take him in but wasn’t 
confident she could provide for him long term. 
She soon realized that with the Alliance by her 
side, she could give him what all kids need: 
family, stability and education.  

Like the circumstances that lead a child to 
enter foster care, the needs of kids aren’t 
singular and these issues can tear families 
apart. As co-recipients of the Everychild 
Foundation grant, we will ensure that every 
adopted child, like Elijah, gets the education, 
mental health counseling and resources needed 
to help that family succeed.

1,303

Education
& Early Intervention

418
Healthcare

1,925
Transition-Age Youth

1,050
Other *1,219

Benefits &
Special Needs Support 

655
Guardianship 

937

Adoptions & 
Adoption Support

7,524 children served in 2012
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Two years ago, Debra Simms stepped up to 
parent four children—all sisters ages 5 to 9. 
The Marshall girls entered the foster care 
system and came into Ms. Simms’ care after 
experiencing horrific abuse and neglect. 

This left Gabby, the youngest sister, with 
severe speech and language delays. Our 
Education Program successfully worked with 
the school district to increase services, which 
have greatly improved her communication. 
Our attorneys also worked to ensure Gabby 
remained at her school after the family moved, 
avoiding the disruption that often occurs 
when a child changes schools.

In December, all of our staff and board 
members came to know the Marshall girls 
when they attended our Adopt-a-Family 
event, hosted by Ernst & Young, wearing 
matching dresses. While this event should 
have been the beginning of a joyful holiday, 
tragedy struck one week before Christmas 
when their rental home accidentally caught 
fire. While the family escaped unscathed, they 
lost all of their belongings, including school 
uniforms, linens, clothing and their beloved 
Hello Kitty gifts from Adopt-a-Family. Unable 
to remain in their rental home, the family 
moved into a friend’s small apartment.

When news of the fire broke, the Alliance 
rallied to support Ms. Simms in her mission 
to provide the girls with stability amid crisis. 
Many gave donations while others gave 
clothes and necessities. 

Our staff and an Ernst & Young employee even 
threw the girls a Hello Kitty party. As the 
family moves forward, they will have the love 
and support of their extended Alliance family 
to help them overcome the continued 
barriers that stand in their way.  

 
Tragedy struck one week before Christmas 
when their home accidentally caught fire.

THE STRENGTH 
OF SISTERS
when their world was flipped upside down, 
Debra Simms kept her family together

The Marshall girls and Ms. Simms’ 
granddaughter with Mr. and Mrs. Claus at 

Adopt-a-Family just weeks before their 
house caught fire
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Pro Bono Spotlight

GREENBERG GLUSKER 
TAKES ON BANK
now a young woman can start her life

When she was 4 years old, Victoria M. 
was struck by a bus while crossing the 
street. She sustained extensive injuries, 
and was awarded more than $100,000. 
Due to her age, the money was put in 
a trust that she could only access after 
she turned 18. All of this happened 
before Victoria entered foster care 
because of her mother’s neglect. When 
she turned 18 and tried to access the 
funds for school, she hit a road block.

The bank insisted that her mother’s 
signature was required. Victoria’s 
mother had long been out of her 
life and obtaining her signature was 
impossible. That’s when Victoria turned 
to the Alliance’s NextSTEP Program. 
 
NextSTEP staff enlisted the support 
of pro bono counsel from long-term 
supporter Greenberg Glusker. 
Associates Brian Berman and Megan 
Rivetti took the case and immediately 

 “We understood how this would change Victoria’s life completely,” says Megan. 
“She didn’t have much in the way of  money and was about to be on her own. 
You could tell how happy and relieved she was.”

Thank you Brian, 
Megan and everyone 
from Greenberg 
Glusker!

began tearing through the bank’s 
extensive red tape. The two showed 
tremendous dedication to Victoria’s 
case, negotiating with bank tellers, 
managers and the bank’s legal 
department, during a 5-hour visit to 
the bank with Victoria at their side.  

Brian and Megan were able to 
eliminate substantial transfer fees 
that the bank attempted to impose. 
They also tackled eight levels of state 
permission in order to secure the 
majority of the funds that had been 
tied up in the state comptroller’s office 
as unclaimed money. Greenberg 
Glusker went above and beyond to 
achieve a great result for Victoria!

Megan Rivetti and Brian Berman 
of Greenberg Glusker
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Program Highlights

EVERYCHILD 
FOUNDATION 
$1 million grant will reach 2,200 children

MYTH: TEENS DON’T WANT TO BE ADOPTED.
FACT: It’s never too late to have a home and it’s never 
too late to give or receive the love a family can provide.

MYTH: TEENS ARE NEARLY ADULTS WHO MAKE 
THEIR OWN DECISIONS, THEY CAN’T BENEFIT FROM 
ADOPTION.
FACT: I was adopted three days before my 18th birthday 
at a critical time as I applied to college. Even though I 
was technically an adult, I needed the support of a 
family as I made big decisions about my future. 

MYTH: THE BOND ISN’T THE SAME IF YOU ADOPT  
A TEENAGER INSTEAD OF A SMALL CHILD.
FACT: I was a teenager when I was adopted, but I have 
just as strong a bond with my family as any other child.  
And I probably appreciate them more because I know 
what it’s like to not have them. 

The Alliance is part of a statewide committee charged   
 with developing a protocol for youth to be adopted      
   after their 18th birthday.

Upcoming Adoption Days: 
August 2 and November 22, 
National Adoption Day

Alliance client Cindy de la Torre speaks about getting 
adopted three days before her 18th birthday in 2010.

MYTHS ABOUT TEEN ADOPTION DISPELLED
adopted teen explains the facts

(L-R): Public Counsel CEO Hernan Vera, Alliance CEO Janis Spire, 
Everychild Foundation Founder and President Jackie Caster, 
Judge Michael Nash, Judge Amy Pellman and actor Willie Garson

The Alliance for Children’s Rights and Public Counsel 
will expand on their longstanding relationship and 
landmark adoption project thanks to a $1 million 
grant from the Everychild Foundation. 

The Everychild Foundation Families Forever Project 
will support families who adopt children from foster 
care, or become their legal guardians, with long-term 
free legal advocacy to access the mental health, 
education and developmental support their children 
may need. The Families Forever Project will be the 
first large-scale project in the nation to provide 
comprehensive legal and social services 
to adoptive and guardianship families. 

“It is our hope that it will be a national model showing 
how the appropriate services can help assure positive 
outcomes for families who adopt children from foster 
care.”

–Jackie Caster, Founder and President, Everychild Foundation
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Program Spotlight

The effects of trauma and abuse can significantly impact 
a child’s healthy development. Research shows that children’s 
brains are rapidly changing before age 5, making it critical 
to receive early intervention services as soon as possible. 
Attorneys in our Saltz Family Early Intervention Advocacy 
Center help secure services so young children can reach 
milestones like taking their first step and beginning to form 
words like “mama.” 
 
When we met 1 ½-year-old Kayla, she could barely walk, was 
only beginning to babble and was emotionally fragile—crying 
constantly. She was only receiving limited help with language 
and motor skills. With pro bono support from Gibson Dunn, 
the Alliance doubled  her occupational, physical and speech 
therapies and got her enrolled in a specialized preschool.  
Now, at age 3, Kayla is walking, talking and playing like other 
kids her age.

EDUCATION:
FROM CRADLE TO COLLEGE
supporting children of all ages and challenges in their academic pursuits

The Earlier Reached the Better

For many foster children, school is the one place they might find stability in a chaotic life. Nearly one half of foster kids have 
learning disabilities or developmental delays compared to 10-15 percent of children not in the system. Less than 3 percent 
will graduate from college. Yet, foster children are less likely to receive appropriate child development, mental health and 
special education services. The Alliance cuts through the red tape to get children what they need to be successful.  

Given Kayla’s high risk history, her turnaround 
demonstrates how impactful it is to intervene early



When a child’s emotional and behavioral issues are not 
addressed at all, they are often considered “problem” youth. 
These teens are pushed out of school and into the juvenile 
justice system. If the underlying issues can be resolved by 
providing tutoring, remedial courses, mental health services 
and special education, these youth will avoid incarceration 
and homelessness down the road.

Youth like Sarah, whose childhood of sexual abuse and 
bullying made her at risk of dropping out of school and 
turning to a life on the streets. After reviewing Sarah’s 
education records and getting to know her, the Alliance 
determined that a specialized therapeutic school could 
address Sarah’s mental health needs, help her stay in 
school and keep her safe from those taunting her.

Through our advocacy with LAUSD, Sarah was enrolled in an 
appropriate school where she receives individualized attention 
and counseling to work through her depression and anxiety. 
Sarah is now exceling in school and on track to graduate.

For many foster children, learning disabilities go undiagnosed 
throughout their time in school. Caregivers may know 
something is wrong, but don’t know how to help. For children 
with severe disabilities like 14-year-old Edgar, who has Down 
Syndrome and is completely non-verbal, there is often little 
hope for a viable future without appropriate interventions.

When Edgar’s parents died, his older sister stepped up to 
raise him, and with our help, obtained guardianship. When 
our education team suspected an undiagnosed hearing loss, 
an evaluation confirmed that suspicion. We helped ensure 
that Edgar received hearing aids and speech therapy, and got 
him an iPad with assistive technology. Edgar is thrilled and 
can now build sentences which the device then speaks for him.

Special Education Over Criminalization

Tackling Learning Differences with Innovation

SKADDEN FELLOW UPHOLDS
EDUCATION RIGHTS

2012 Skadden Fellow, Paige Fern, Esq. joined the 
Alliance team to ensure that Los Angeles youth have 
every opportunity to succeed in school and stay on 
track to graduate.

Paige met 16-year-old Stephanie through our program 
for pregnant and parenting teens. A high school junior, 
Stephanie is a single mother with above average grades 
and high SAT scores. Stephanie’s high school counselor 
encouraged her to leave high school and get her 
diploma under a special law. Paige stepped in to help 
Stephanie weigh her options. Together, they decided 
the better decision for her and her child, was to stay 
in high school so she could apply to a four-year 
university. Stephanie is a smart and responsible youth 
who needed someone to help her make an informed 
decision and who will be there to advocate if and when 
she needs it.

Through her fellowship, Paige is also working with the 
First Star Academy at UCLA as an education advocate 
for 30 high school sophomores who are in foster care. 
She will provide guidance and advocacy as they hit 
obstacles on their path to higher education.

kids-alliance.org   |   07

Our case loads are filled with children like Edgar who have so much 
potential, and with advocacy, they can have a brighter future
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Annual Dinner

A DINNER 
TO REMEMBER
$1.4 million raised for kids

The Alliance’s 21st Annual Dinner on Thursday, March 7, 
honored Rick Rosen, head of television at William Morris 
Endeavor, as the National Champion for Children. Conan 
O’Brien presented Rick with the award for his dedication 
to quality education for children in L.A.

Education reformer and philanthropist Melanie Lundquist 
was also recognized with the Francis M. Wheat Community 
Service Award for her unyielding commitment to improving 
Los Angeles public schools.

The personal stories told by our clients created a heartfelt 
atmosphere of compassion for our work. The support was 
overwhelming and additional funds were raised through 
a record-breaking Security Blanket Auction.

The dinner was co-chaired by Board Members Susan 
Friedman, Leslie and Cliff Gilbert-Lurie, Sue Naegle, 
Sean Perry and Toni M. Schulman. Honorary Co-Chairs 
Les Moonves and Ari Emanuel set the stage for a very 
successful event. The Alliance is forever grateful to all 
of the extraordinary sponsors for making this an evening 
everyone in attendance will remember.

Rick Rosen and Conan O’Brien

Les Moonves and Bruce Rosenblum Noelle and Dick Wolf

Cliff Gilbert-Lurie and Sue Naegle

Les Moonves, Julie Chen, Jodi Harris and Rick Rosen

Angie Harmon



Willie Garson and Eric GarcettiRichard and Melanie Lundquist with Wendy Greuel

Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, Rick Rosen and Sean Perry

David Nevins and Chris Silbermann

Billy Gardell and Kevin ReillyJohn Emerson with Nancy and Greg Meidel

Selena Gomez
Dinner Co-Chairs Cliff & Leslie Gilbert-Lurie and Sean Perry, Board Chair Bart Williams, Dinner Co-Chair Susan 

Friedman, Honoree Rick Rosen, CEO Janis Spire and Dinner Co-Chairs Sue Naegle and Toni Schulman

Alliance clients Jasmine Torres and Steve Williams

Peter Rice and Dana Walden

Sue Naegle and Michael Lombardo

Nancy de Brier



As part of the Alliance’s Survival Saturday series, the Alliance, 
Children’s Law Center, and Friends of the Alliance hosted 
a Girl Power event for teenage girls in foster care. The young 
women gained valuable information on health, beauty, self 
esteem and important tools to be successful in life and love.

Thank you to all of the 
companies and individuals 
who made this event happen! 
       

Events 

Girl Power Proves Powerful
Saturday, February 2

Friends of the Alliance Step up for Kids
Sunday, February 24

The Alliance auxiliary group 
Friends of the Alliance (FOA) 
kicked off 2013 with a bang 
hosting Dinner with Friends 
& OSCAR events at 
individual homes across the 
city. 

 
More than a dozen Alliance supporters hosted parties 
raising over $20,000 for our programs. The FOA are having 
fun while raising awareness and support for Los Angeles’ 
most vulnerable children.

Thank you Friends 
of the Alliance! Jim Maresca and Jeff King have fun with an Oscar cut out 

at FOA Council Chair Pamela Soper’s party

PAST EVENTS 
thank you to everyone who supported our youth through these events

“I learned that someone actually  
cares about me. I felt so alone in the 
world before today.”

–Youth who attended Girl Power



Save the date for an afternoon of tennis, 
delicious barbeque and fun at the Los Angeles 
Tennis Club. Tennis for Tots is held in memory of David 
and Lynn Angell and is generously hosted every year 
by Alliance Board Member Mitch Kaplan of the Kaplan 
Stahler Agency and his agency partner, Elliot Stahler. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
support our kids by participating in these upcoming opportunities

4th Annual the RIGHT to LAUGH
Thursday, May 30

Join the Alliance and some of the best in comedy for 
a night of laughs that will give our kids a reason to laugh 
again. The red carpet event includes a cocktail reception, 
a live standup show and an auction all benefitting abused 
and neglected children.

15th Annual Tennis for Tots 
Saturday, September 21

Yuyu Myinttun of Mementous 
Insurance playing center 
court at the 14th Annual 
Tennis for Tots

10th Annual “All-In” for Kids 
Celebrity Poker Tournament 
Sunday, October 27

Give Los Angeles children the upper hand and 
play in the 10th Annual “All-In” for Kids Celebrity 
Poker Tournament hosted by Commerce Casino. 
Play poker alongside celebrity participants and 
bid on awesome auction prizes! 

Jason Alexander went  “all-in” for kids 
at Commerce Casino’s 2012 event
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Policy Update

“No child should be deprived of  the services they need to 
grow and thrive. I am pleased to introduce this important 
legislation that will protect our foster children from losing 
critical services and suffering developmental setbacks.” 

-Assemblymember Ian C. Calderon

STRENGTHENING 
POLICIES 
support for foster youth and their caregivers

Many children in foster care face 
serious developmental delays 
and disabilities as a result of abuse, 
neglect and prenatal exposure to 
drugs and alcohol. California’s 
Regional Centers provide specialized 
services and support to improve and 
overcome these conditions. Under 
existing law, however, there are no 
required time frames within which to 
transfer these services if a child moves, 
which often happens. As a result, foster 
children not only find themselves in 
unfamiliar surroundings, but they are 
also deprived of imperative services for 
an indefinite period. Consequently, 
children regress and their instability 
intensifies. 
 
Assemblymember Ian C. Calderon 
has introduced legislation (AB 1089), 
supported by the Alliance, that would 
create clear timelines for the transfer 
process and would ensure that foster 
children are protected from the 
negative impact of delays 
in therapeutic services.

Relative caregivers are the lynchpin 
holding the child welfare system 
together. Placements with relatives 
mitigate trauma and provide children 
with connections to family and 
permanency. Federal law requires 
states to provide preference to relative 
caregivers when finding a home for 
children in foster care. In California, 
however, relatives who become 
guardians or adoptive parents 
receive less support for children than 
non-relatives. These policies put 
burdens on the very individuals most 
likely to provide a secure and familiar 
environment for their kin. 

Assemblymember Ken Cooley has 
introduced legislation (AB 985), 
sponsored by the Alliance, to address 
this disparity and ensure that relative 
guardians and adoptive parents 
receive the same level of support 
as non-relatives so they can provide 
for the children in their care. Placing 
children with relatives is a primary goal 
of our child welfare system and this 
legislation seeks to establish equity 
for all caregivers raising foster children.

Foster youth who are pregnant or 
parenting face dual challenges of being 
in foster care as well as being young, 
usually single, parents. Studies of both 
groups have found that these youth will 
experience higher than average rates 
of poverty, unemployment and low 
educational attainment. 

Senator Leland Yee has introduced 
legislation (SB 528), sponsored by the 
Alliance, to ensure these vulnerable 
young people have priority access to 
subsidized child care so they can 
attend school and get jobs. 

“It is imperative that we provide 
basic resources for pregnant and 
parenting teens in foster care. SB 
528 will assist these foster youth 
and their children at the most 
critical time in their lives, and will 
save taxpayer dollars in the long 
run.” 

 
–Senator Leland Yee

 

Disabled Children Can’t 
Afford to Wait

Increasing Support for Pregnant 
and Parenting Foster Youth

Relative Caregivers
Get Short End of the Stick
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You help us be somebody.”
“Nobody’s born to be nobody. 



Donors

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS 
your generosity and commitment enable us to protect the health and well-being of children
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Katie Locke-Aviv and Oren Aviv
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Conan O’Brien
Sarah and Bill Odenkirk
Paul Hastings LLP
Sean and Nicole Perry

Sponsors (continued)
Alison and Daniel M. Petrocelli
Philpott Bills Stoll & Meeks, LLP
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Stella and William H. Robinson
Dawn E. and Phillip H. Rudolph
Seyfarth Shaw, LLP
Christopher Sheridan
Showtime Networks, Inc.
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Anna and Tommy Finkelstein
Laura Fox and Ben Van de Bunt
George Freeman
Francine and Manley Freid
Eden Gaha
Noyan Garemani
Leonard R. Garner, Jr.
GE Foundation
Michael Gendler
Justin Gimelstob
Kim and Ray Goforth
Elaine and Bram Goldsmith
Randy Gordon
Elizabeth Gottainer and David Sadkin
Susannah Grant-Henrikson and

Christopher S. Henrikson
Elizabeth and Paul Guez
Rene and Paul Haas
Sally E. and David M. Hackel
Jennifer Hamilton
Brenda Hampton and Tim Bui
Martha Henderson
Scott Henderson
Heidi and Greg Hodes
Holland & Knight
Ann M. Hollister and Jon Thomas
Andy and Amy Heyward
Darwin H. Hunt
IBS Foods, Inc
Innogive Foundation
Shelsea Jacobs
Charles D. Jarrell
Jessica Johnson and Michael Downer
Nancy Josephson
Lila Kaplan-Blane
Tracy Katsky and Linwood Boomer
Ronna and Robert F. Katz
The Drew A. Katz Foundation
Marta Kauffman and Michael Skloff
Sharon and Michael Kelley
Marwa Kilani, M.D.
Philip Klein
Kay E. Kochenderfer
Marc Korman
Steven and Marilyn Kram
Cori Wellins Lagao
Nina Lederman
LegalZoom.com, Inc.
Michael Lemkin
Jonathan R. Levey
Howard Levy
Margaret Loesch
Frederick A. Lorig
Dana and Keith Lupton
Emily and David Lynch
Rebecca and Laird M. Malamed
David Mallel
Joel Mandel
Lillah McCarthy
Jeffrey McFarland
McKenna Long & Aldridge, LLP
Jonathan Mead
Nancy and Greg Meidel
Nichole Millard
Sean Morris
Jeanne and Gary Newman
Eleanor and Glenn Padnick
Parkes/MacDonald Productions
Kirk A. Pasich
Shana S. and Donald S. Passman
Kathleen and Richard Perkal
Susan Duffy and Steven Peterman
Linda Peterson
Herbert Poon
Steven M. Porcaro
Michael Porter
Harriet S. Posner
Joshua R. Pyatt
Marlene and Michael Rapkin
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Partners (continued)
Cristan and Kevin Reilly
David Reis
Peter Rice and Megan Howler
The Roddenberry Foundation
Jacqueline Rose
Karine Rosenthal
Mrs. Harriet Rossetto and Rabbi Mark  	
  Borovitz     	   
Lawrence Rudolph
Sunny and Larry C. Russ 
Rachel Sanders
Chris Thornton Schmidt
Andrew Schneider and Diane Frolov
Heidi Schulman and Mickey Kantor
Margie and John H. Sharer
Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton, LLP
J.K. Simmons
Susan and Perry Simon
Riva R. Slifka
Tricia Small and Nicholas F. Stabile, III
Rick Smith
Matthew Solo
Sudesh Sood
Pamela Soper
Janis Spire and Kathy Meherin
Jason E. Spitz
Tami and David Stapf
Bruce Stern
Sandra Stern
Gretchen Stockdale
Rita Streimer
Nina Tassler and Jerry Levine
Paninee Theeranuntawat and Gary Tarpinian
Deborah and David C. Trainer
Michael & Alison Triessl
Gregory Vanni
Linda Vaughan
Jane Wald
Jane and Alan H. Wasserstein
Julie Waxman and Seth Freeman
Matthew Weaver
Les M. Werlin
Sanford Wernick
Suzanne V. Wilson
Jana Winograde
Catherine and Robert J. Woolway
Carl E. Wynn Foundation
Jacob Zalewski
Harriet Zaretsky
Mike Zeller 

Advocates
Kate Adler and Marcelo Ziperovich
Jason Alexander
Chelsea Allen
Allen Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory

& Natsis, LLP
Rand S. and Carol April
Antonina Armato and Tim James
Peter B. Aronson
AT&T United Way Campaign
Patricia S. and Kenneth A. August
H.P. Barker
Colleen D. Bates
Hillary Bibicoff
Bird, Marella, Boxer, Wolpert, Nessim,

Drooks & Lincenberg
Patricia Bowie
Linda and John Branca
Jennifer Breslow
Cindy and Robert Broder
Victoria Brunn
Meg Burkardt
Patrick Cassidy
Susan and Robert Chang
Colleen and John Coffey-Shanks
James Comeskey
Toni and Bruce Corwin
Courthouse News Service
Sharon and Paul H. Crane
Joel Criste
Diana Crudeli
Tony Denison
Denis Devlin and Clyde Watson
Glen Donelson
Jack Eskenazi
Dan Fauci
Carol Fenelon
Saul Friedman
Scott Fujioka
Todd Gardner
Brad Garrett
Janet G. Garrison and Michael Swanson
Karen Gaviola
Jack Giarraputo
Nicola and Steven Marc Glick
Ethan S. Goldstine
Pamela Golum
Kelly S. Goode
Jay Gruska

Advocates (continued)
Julia K. and Andrew Gunn
Camille Gurevitch
Shirley and Richard Hahn
Christie Hansen
Stephanie and Marc Hayutin
Gina Hecht
Susan and Tom Hertz
Chris Hewish
David Higgins
Lili Endlich and Robert A. Holtzman
Horvitz & Levy, LLP
Stephen J. Howard
Patrick J. Hynes
Hilary and Robert N. Jacobs
Jones Day
Caroline Kelly
Alan M. Kirschenbaum
Jamie Kletter and Randy Schrager
Jon Landau
Paul Lattanzio
Alan Levin
Levine Sullivan & Koch, LLP
Catherine Lhamon and Giev Kashkooli
Ed D. Lodgen
Elizabeth Lott and Rajeev Dassani
Anahita and Jim Lovelace
Roger Lowenstein
Larry Lyttle
Vanessa Marcil
Daniel Marks
Melissa Mathison
Daniel B. Mendelsohn
Sandy Mendelson
Lawrence Meyers
Joseph Middleton
Alan Miller
Howard Misle
MissionFish
Bill Nuss
Margrit and Norman S. Oberstein
Alison Platt
Milinda McNeely and Stephen H. Plum
James E. Puerner
Anne Rea
Rick Redick
Ronald Ribstein
Phyllis and Steve Rich
Beth Roberts and Warren B. Smith
Mimi Rogers
Terry Rowland
Elle Ruschak-Walker
Rutan & Tucker, LLP
Linda and Jay Sandrich
Gary Satin
Aaron Shure
Valerie C. Smith Hunt
Jackie and Larry Stein
Steptoe & Johnson, LLP
Nadine Tilley
Torrance Memorial Medical Center
Adrienne Turner
Stacy M. Valencia
Lori Valesko and Holly Light
Candice Vaughn
Jean-Louis Velaise
Brooks and James Widdoes
Kelli Williams and Ajay Sahgal
Michael Witham
Bryan Wolf
Michael Wolf
James Wong
Kelly and Julian Zajfen
Susie and Peter Zeegen

Friends
Elizabeth Abbe and Lewis A. Schneider
Cathy D. Adams
JJ Adams
Sara and Jim N. Adler
Carmela Atkins
Jane Auerbach and Robert W. Eberlein
Shelli and Irving Azoff
Barbara J. Bacon and Michael Slama
Jim K. Baer
Sam Batayneh
Kristine Belson and Paul Golding
Michael Benson
Ronnie and Charles Blakeney
Dean Bochner
Bond Street Partners
Michael Borkow
Eduardo Braniff
Ruth and Raymond Brenner
James L. Brooks
Karey Burke
Annie Campbell and Brian Fleming
Steve Canino
Marlene Canter
Rachelle Carson Begley and Ed Begley, Jr.
Scott Carter

Friends (continued)
Leigh Chapman and Peter John Wilkinson
Cindy Chupack
Rich Codding
Jeanne Codron Silverman and Rick Silverman
Patricia and David S. Cohen
Gary J. Cohen
Aimee Contreras-Camua
Vincent Cox
Jessica Dautian
Heather D.T. de la Vega
Chris Debiec
Dawn DeNoon
Nora Doyle and Peter Gould
DriveWise Auto Inc.
Alexander Eddy
Fielding Edlow
Victoria L. and Sheldon E. Eisenberg
Michael Ellenberg
Elizabeth B. Elwell
Nancy A. and Dick Esbenshade
Susan Fairbairn
Mary A. Farrell and Stuart Bloomberg
Gregg Fienberg
Susan J. and Thomas J. Fineman
Debra Fogelman
Mary Fossier
Rose Freeman
Shelley Freeman
Joanna and Paul Friedman
Funnyhow Productions, inc
Mike Gagerman
Rebecca Gallaher
Stephanie and Jason Ganzel
Bridget Gassner
Leila Gerstein
Mark Goffman
Steven J. Goldfisher
Charles Goldwasser
Andrew J. Gordon
Susan Gordon and Theodore Schachter
Nicole H. Gordon
Charlene Gorzela
The Honorable Jan Greenberg Levine
Alicia and Tim Griffin
Sheila Griffiths and Reza Feiz
Jonathan C. Groff
Leonard D. Gross
Jenna M. Guggenheim
Richard Gurman
James Hancock and Stephen Mathis
Jill and Marty Handlesman
Amy and Thomas Hanrahan
Amy and Jeffrey Hartwick
Betsy Heimann
Robert Heller
Alston A. Horrocks
Nicole Hughes
Michelle Issa
Tatiana and Todd S. James
Anthony Jonas
Spike Jones
Jeffrey I. Joseph
Rob Kallick
Saranya Kambur
Kate E. Kaplan
Meg and Lawrence Kasdan
Jody Kasten and Jack Sussman
Craig Kaufman
Jeff King
Judy Kirshner and Gary Gilbert
Deborah L. and Lance Klein
Steven Kleinman
Laura Lacorte
David Landau
Amy Landecker
Mildred J. Laneuville-Hatch and Eric 
Laneuville
Sheila R. Lawrence and Breen Frazier
Alaina and Alex Leb
Monica Levinson
Robert J. Levy
Jay L. Lichtman
Paulette Light and Jeff Rake
Todd Lubin
Cara Maggioni and Jay Gassner
Loretta and John P. Mahon
Abby Maxam
Johanna and Andrew McElfresh
Brenden McEneaney
Michael McGahey
Aline and Will McKenna
Kenneth Meersand
Gregory V. Metchikian
Theodore N. Miller
Jenny Mogen
Myrna Morganstern and Russell Frackman
Leslie Morgenstein
Nancy Mullneax
Robert Myman

Friends (continued)
Neidorf Family Foundation
Peter Nichols
Lisa M. and John B. Orman
Laura Owens and Jack Bender
Jordan Passman
Yatin Patel
Phillip Patrikarakos
Alan Pavlish
Julia and Tom Pettus 
Karen E. and Judd N. Pillot
Daniel J. Pipski
The Rabineau Wachter Sanford & 
Gillett       	   Literary Agency
Tal Rabinowitz and Terrance Carter
Rollin Ransom
Sherry Rendel
Marissa and Matthew D. Rice
Erica Rivinoja
Gary Roberts
Ronald Rosenfeld
Donna J. Ross
Paul D. Rubenstein
Marshall Sachs
Sara S. Schiff
Rob Schiller
Rayann and Kahn Scolnick
Laura A. Seigle
Dylan Sellers
Janice Sendejas
Joel Shackelford
Nada Shamonki
Lynne and Eric Siegel
Joel Siegel
Mark Small
Jonathan C. Solish
Sondra Solish
Maren Stenseth
Jesse Stern
Jane Stewart
David Streit
Jessica Sultan and Joel H. Fields
Darryl Taja
Kim and Eric Tannenbaum
Lenny Targon
Sandra S. Thayer
Tom Thayer
Joann Thrailkill
Sarah Timberman and

Edward G. Redlich
Paul Tripodi
Susan M. Vance and Timothy E. Griffin
Kathleen and Mark Von Treskow
Catherine and Andrew Waller
Matt Ward
Lindsay R. Weinstock
Barry L. Weiss
Richard Weitz
Seth Wellisch
Evelyn J. and Alex F. Wiles
Chris Williams
Jane and Joseph A. Wiseman
Cynthia Wylie
Charles Zatzkin
Marilyn Zielinski

Special thanks to our 
generous in-kind donors:

Feel the Piece
Rick Granados
Greenberg Glusker/Hillary Bibicoff
J Brand
Le Cordon Bleu College of Culinary 
Arts
Los Angeles Lakers
Simon & Schuster
T-shirt Pros
Wolfgang Puck Catering

This list represents gifts of $300 
or more received between 
May 1, 2012 and April 30, 2013. 
Although we cannot list everyone, 
we are grateful for all of your 
generous donations and assure 
you that every dollar counts.



FOREVER Project

The Alliance launched the FOREVER Project in late 2012 to put 
a national spotlight on the 400,500 children in foster care across 
the country. Selena Gomez, Rascal Flatts, Conan O’Brien, Willie 
Garson, Nia Vardalos, Ian Gomez, Melissa Etheridge, Jeff Probst and 
Phillip Phillips are among those supporting the movement through 
social media. Celebrities have spread the message of forever families 
and the need for permanence for children in foster care.

The FOREVER Project was created by Annie Goldsmith, a high 
school sophomore. “Apparel lines are a great way to raise awareness 
for important causes,” said Annie. “Children in foster care deserve 
a voice and the FOREVER hoodie seeks to create one through a fun 
and timeless brand.” 

We invite you to join the FOREVER movement. Donate $75+ for 
a hoodie at kids-alliance.org, take a photo and share it with the world!

SAVE THE DATED

Thursday, 
May 30, 2013

Saturday, 
September 21, 2013

Sunday, 
October 27, 2013
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