


Logistics

• Webinar presentation, recording and 
supplemental materials will be available at 
https://allianceforchildrensrights.org/resources/

• All attendees are muted during webinar.

• Please submit questions using the “Questions” 
function on your GotoWebinar dashboard.

• Email Ines Rosales at i.rosales@kids-alliance.org 
if you experience technical difficulties.



Presenters
• La Shona Jenkins, Los 

Angeles County Office of 
Education

• Alaina Moonves-Leb, 
Alliance for Children’s 
Rights

• Elizabeth Solares, 
Children’s Law Center of 
California



Agenda

▪ Education Rights Holders and 
Schools

▪ Holding Education Rights
▪ When the Court Must Make 

Education Decisions
▪ Working with JV 535-Info, JV 

535, JV 535-A, and JV 536
▪ ERH Duties and Responsibilities

ERH



Education Rights 
Holders and Schools: 
Key Partners
Improving Educat ional  Outcomes:  
Educat ional  R ights Holder 
Appointment and Responsibi l i t ies



ERH Coordination with Schools

School of Origin Decisions

Immediate Enrollment

School Discipline

Special Education

Graduation



Educational 
Rights Holders
Improving Educat ional  
Outcomes:  Educat ional  
Rights  Holder  Appointment  
and Responsibi l i t ies



Overview of the Law

• A youth’s educational right holder makes all 
decisions about their education.

• Biological parents hold education rights until a 
court limits or terminates those rights.

• The court is responsible for identifying the ERH 
for each youth at each dependency/delinquency 
court hearing.



Educational Rights Holders

Educ. Code 56028 (a)(1)-(3), WIC 361, WIC 726

Biological Parent

Relative, NREFM or other adult

Co-educational rights holder

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=56028.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=361.&lawCode=WIC
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=726.&lawCode=WIC


Educational 
Rights 
Holders
Anyone who has a 
conflict of interest 
may not serve as a 
youth’s ERH

• e.g., CSW, 
probation 
officers, 
STRTP staff, 
therapist, 
school 
employees



Court Companion to 
the Foster Youth 
Education Toolkit
Improving Educat ional  Outcomes:  
Educat ional  R ights Holder 
Appointment and Responsibi l i t ies

Court Companion

https://allianceforchildrensrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/CourtCompaniontotheFosterYouthEducationToolkit_V1_2018.pdf


Working with Court Forms
IMPROVING EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES: 
EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS HOLDER APPOINTMENT AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES



JV-535 – Client Information

JV-535

https://selfhelp.courts.ca.gov/jcc-form/JV-535


JV-535 – Sections 2, 3 & Notice

JV-535

https://selfhelp.courts.ca.gov/jcc-form/JV-535


JV-535

JV-535 - Section 5

https://selfhelp.courts.ca.gov/jcc-form/JV-535


JV 535 - Sections 7 & 8

JV-535

https://selfhelp.courts.ca.gov/jcc-form/JV-535


JV 535 - Sections 10, 11 and 12

JV-535

https://selfhelp.courts.ca.gov/jcc-form/JV-535


JV 535(A)

JV-535 (A)

https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/jv535a.pdf


JV 535(A)

JV-535 (A)

https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/jv535a.pdf


JV 535(A)

JV-535 (A)

https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/jv535a.pdf


ERH Duties & 
Responsibilities
I MPROVI NG E DUCAT IONAL 
OUTCOMES:  E DUCAT IONAL 
R I GHTS HOLDER A PPOI NT MENT 
A ND R ESPONSI BI L I T I ES

Court Companion

https://allianceforchildrensrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/CourtCompaniontotheFosterYouthEducationToolkit_V1_2018.pdf


Supporting School 
Stability for Youth in 
Foster Care During 
Virtual Learning and 
the Transition Back to 
In-Person Instruction
I MPROVI NG E DUCAT IONAL 
OUTCOMES:  E DUCAT IONAL 
R I GHTS HOLDER A PPOI NT MENT 
A ND R ESPONSI BI L I T I ES



School Stability During 
Virtual Learning
Intended to help child welfare workers, probation 
officers, county offices of education, local education 
agencies, youth, education rights holders and 
caregivers as they navigate school of origin decisions 
during these challenging times. 

• Who makes the school of origin decision;

• Key considerations for best interest 
determination meetings when virtual 
instruction is involved;

• Tips, roles and responsibilities for supporting 
youth in their home placements during virtual 
instruction; and

• Dispute resolution.

Guide

https://allianceforchildrensrights.org/wp-content/uploads/CFYETF_SchoolStability_VirtualLearning_Dec2020.pdf


Resources
• Alliance for Children’s Rights Court Companion to the Foster Youth Education 

Toolkit - https://allianceforchildrensrights.org/?s=court+Companion

• CFYETF School Stability During Virtual Learning -
http://cfyetf.org/publications_24_3964370760.pdf

• Judicial Council of California Rules of Court -
https://www.courts.ca.gov/cms/rules/index.cfm?title=five&linkid=rule5_650

• JV 535-Info - https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/jv535info.pdf

• JV 535 - https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/jv535.pdf

• JV 535-A - https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/jv535a.pdf

• JV 536 - https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/jv536.pdf

https://allianceforchildrensrights.org/?s=court+Companion
http://cfyetf.org/publications_24_3964370760.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/cms/rules/index.cfm?title=five&linkid=rule5_650
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/jv535info.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/jv535.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/jv535a.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/jv536.pdf


Thank You

Webinar presentation, recording and supplemental 
materials will be available at 
https://allianceforchildrensrights.org/resources/


